MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 20th MAY 2026
AT THE CORONATION HALL, WHELPLEY HILL
PRESENT: 
Councillors: Watts, Broschomb, Fidler, Cullingham (Chairman), Woodhouse, Colbert
Clerk:	Nicky Buckle
Warden:	Alby Russell
Public:	Members of the public present
APOLOGIES: None
Meeting Started at 7.30PM
	26.05.29 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.

26.05.30 Questions and comments from the public
Questions were raised from members of the public. These related to the total spend on the Neighbourhood Plan and the 24% increase in the parish element of council tax. The Chairman confirmed that the total spend on the Neighbourhood Plan including VAT is £19,780, and excluding VAT is approximately £16,500. The Chairman explained that the Neighbourhood Plan represents a long-term financial benefit to the parish, as it increases the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment received from any development from 15% (uncapped) to 25% (capped at £100,000 per development). Further questions were raised regarding transparency of spending, the parish website, and the availability of financial documents. The Clerk confirmed that all financial information is publicly available in the meeting minutes on the parish website, and that any member of the public may request sight of invoices or contracts. 

26.05.31 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
Councillor Broschomb declared a standing interest regarding the Neighbourhood Plan.

26.05.32 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes from the March meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising: Councillor Broschomb confirmed that he had submitted a report to Carousel Bus Company regarding damage to the turning circle in Whelpley Hill. The Chairman confirmed that following a site meeting attended by representatives from Affinity Water and Buckinghamshire Council, the water leak at the two water leaks in Ashley Green have both been resolved. 

26.05.33 Finance and Official Business
26.05.33.1 Current Finance
The Clerk provided a verbal update on the accounts.


		ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK RFO REPORT May 2026

	Balance at Bank
	
	
	£25,743.76

	Payments to be approved at meeting
	
	
	£0.00

	Net Balance
	
	
	£25,743.76

	Fixed Term Account
	
	
	£2,892.42

	Playground Account
	
	
	£0.01

	Petty cash
	
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	
	£28,636.19

	Payments since 18th March 2026

	Date
	To
	Detail
	

	07/04/26
	Core Synergie
	Website
	£36.00

	07/04/26
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	£959.50

	10/04/26
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£740.37

	16/04/26
	Heritage Landscapes
	Warden
	£427.20

	20/04/26
	Lloyds
	Banking Charges
	£4.67

	23/04/26
	N Power
	Street Lights
	£94.65

	05/05/26
	RCOH Ltd
	Neighbourhood Plan
	£400.00

	08/05/26
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£740.37

	18/05/26
	SLCC
	Subscriptions
	£144.00

	18/05/26
	BALC
	Subscriptions
	£189.36

	
	
	
	£3,736.12

	Receipts since Last Meeting

	Date
	From
	Detail
	

	14/04/26
	Bucks
	Precept
	£15,000.00

	
	
	
	£15,000.00

	Cheques to be signed at meeting / Online approval

	
	
	
	£0.00




	
The Clerk noted that the parish finances are currently tight and that caution should be exercised with all spending. 

26.05.33.2 2026 Audit
The internal audit for the year ended 31st March 2026 has been completed and signed off by the internal auditor. The Chairman is required to sign the audit documentation, which will then be submitted to the external auditor by the end of June. 

26.05.34 Countryside
26.05.34.1 Update
The litter pick held in March was reported as highly successful, with a record amount of litter collected across both Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill. Items collected included large items of fly-tipped waste. Buckinghamshire Council's waste team noted that fly-tipped items should not be placed by the roadside for collection in this way, and the warden noted a need to agree a clearer protocol with the waste team for future events. The warden will seek further guidance from Buckinghamshire Council to establish a workable process for future litter picks.

26.05.34.2 Grass Cutting
No changes to the existing grass cutting arrangements. The Clerk confirmed that grass cutting is delegated to the parish by Buckinghamshire Council, who reimburse all costs except VAT which is reclaimed from HMRC. The scope of works is determined by Buckinghamshire Council. Councillor Colbert noted a proposal for Whelpley Hill residents to supplement the contracted grass cutting on a voluntary basis for the current season, with a full scope review to be requested from Buckinghamshire Council for future tendering.

26.05.34.3 Footpaths
The allocation of footpath owners is to be updated following recent changes to the council. Councillor Broschomb confirmed he will retain footpaths 2, 2a, 2b and 2d. The Chairman and Councillor Colbert will work together to agree allocations for the remaining footpaths, and the updated list will be brought back to the next meeting. A member of the public raised that footpath 10a near Moore's Farm appeared to be obstructed following development works on the site. The Clerk will look into this.

26.05.34.4 Ponds
Councillors confirmed they spoken with Dave Stowe at Buckinghamshire Council regarding the Ashley Green pond. Works will be arranged once the frog spawning season has ended. A local resident is monitoring the pond in Ashley Green and will advise when the season has cleared. Councillor Colbert also requested that the Whelpley Hill pond be included in the same works. It was noted that the pipe feeding the Ashley Green pond was not cleared during last year's maintenance, and that the drain inlet has since been tarmacked over, which will need to be addressed.

26.05.35 Highways
26.05.35.1 Highways
Councillor Cullingham reported that they had met with with representatives from Affinity Water and Buckinghamshire Council. The water leaks have been resolved and initial road repair works have commenced on Hog Lane and Johns Lane. Councillor Cullingham will continue to follow up with Buckinghamshire Council to ensure committed repairs are completed. Councillor Colbert raised a request for appropriate signage in Whelpley Hill for horse riders and pedestrians, and for sharp bend signage on the two dangerous bends in Whelpley Hill. The warden reported that some directional signs on the road islands had been damaged or removed and requested these be reported and replaced.

26.05.35.2 Footways
No items were raised regarding footways.

26.05.36 Planning
The planning committee noted the following applications:

	PL/26/02447/FA- Land Off Hog Lane, Hog Lane
                                 PL/26/02941/H- The Old Barn, Chesham Road

PL/26/02447/FA- A draft response has been prepared by the planning committee for submission on behalf of the parish council. All residents are encouraged to submit their own individual responses. Councillors were advised to use the example points provided but to put them in their own words.
	
PL/26/02941/H- It was agreed that no comments were required from the council with regards to this application.


Councillor Colbert also brought to the council's attention a retrospective planning application (Dacorum reference to be circulated) submitted by Mammoth Productions / Central Vigilance for a vehicle testing and stunt driving area by Warners at Berry Farm, Whelpley Hill. It was noted that filming at this site has been ongoing since March without planning permission. The application is open for comment until Thursday 4th June 2026. The planning subcommittee agreed to arrange a meeting to formulate a response, with availability to be confirmed by councillors. 

26.05.37 Village Matters
(26.05.37.1) Parish Items and Update

Broadband and Starlink
Starlink has now been removed at no cost to the parish. Buckinghamshire Council paid £75,000 for the service over its duration.

Insurance
The annual insurance renewal has come in at a figure consistent with the budgeted amount. The Clerk noted that the current insurer has been responsive and supportive when claims have been made. The council agreed to remain with the current provider.

(26.05.37.2) Warden's Report
The warden provided a verbal update. The warden noted that bus stop areas and the well house had been cleared of litter following a written request from a resident. The warden raised a question regarding responsibilities for the playground area, specifically in relation to the café terrace. The Clerk confirmed that the parish council is responsible for all equipment within the playground fence, and that the café operators are not obliged to carry out maintenance but sometimes do so.

(26.05.37.3) Ashley Green

White Gates
The condition of the white gates in Ashley Green was discussed. Councillor Cullingham agreed to clean the speedwatch signage and the warden would do the white gates.

Street Lights
Councillor Cullingham confirmed that the non-functioning street light installed by Sparks last year is still under warranty. The Chairman will contact Sparks directly to arrange repair or replacement at no cost to the council.

(26.05.37.4) Whelpley Hill

Councillor Election – Whelpley Hill
The Clerk noted that a by-election for the Whelpley Hill vacancy has been triggered following a request by 10 members of the public. The election cost to the parish is estimated at approximately £3,500. The Clerk reminded councillors that the council is legally obliged to proceed to election when the required number of electors request it.

Councillor Colbert confirmed he has had a meeting with Buckinghamshire Council representatives on site regarding the bins in Whelpley Hill. Both general and dog waste bins have been surveyed and a formal request has been submitted. This is now going through the Buckinghamshire Council approval process.

Councillor Colbert confirmed that Mammoth Productions have approached the parish council with an offer of a community donation as a goodwill gesture in relation to filming activity at Whelpley Hill. A list of potential community beneficiaries has been compiled, including benches for bus stops, dog waste bins, and ornamental village entrance features. However, given that the filming company currently has a live retrospective planning application before Dacorum Council, and the parish council may need to submit a formal objection, it was agreed that accepting a donation from the applicant at this time would be inappropriate. The matter is deferred to the July meeting, by which time the planning position should be clearer.

26.05.38 Outdoor Wellness Facility / Playground
It was noted that the tree feature within the playground has been removed as it had become a safety hazard due to fungal decay. The Clerk will request options for a replacement feature. It was noted that the Community Association has indicated a willingness in principle to contribute capital funding towards new playground equipment. The Clerk will make a formal request to the Community Association for a contribution towards the cost of a replacement feature.


26.05.39 Neighbourhood Plan
The Chairman confirmed that the final suite of Neighbourhood Plan documents has been received today, comprising the revised Neighbourhood Plan, the Grey Belt Study, the Consultation Statement, the Summary of Regulation 14 Responses, and the Design and Access Statement. The Chairman proposed that councillors be given five days to review the documents, after which a date for an EGM will be arranged if required; councillors to confirm their availability to the Clerk.

Steering Group – Conflict of Interest
A communication was read from a majority of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group requesting that it be recorded in the minutes that Councillor Fidler is considered to have a potential undeclared conflict of interest in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan, arising from an email dated 20th August 2025 in which he requested that his land be considered for inclusion as an area suitable for minor development. 
Councillor Fidler stated that this communication was read out without prior notice to him, and that he considered this inappropriate. Councillor Fidler responded that the land in question was considered and then excluded from the Grey Belt Study at the earliest stage, and was never included in any version of the Neighbourhood Plan. He noted that he had voluntarily declared this interest on his register of interests form even though he was not required to do so. The Clerk advised that the matter should be referred to the Monitoring Officer at Buckinghamshire Council for a formal determination, as this is beyond the council's own remit to resolve. The council agreed that both the Steering Group's statement and Buckinghamshire Council's prior advice to Councillor Fidler on this matter should be shared with the Monitoring Officer. It was also agreed that in future, any items of this nature should be included on the agenda in advance so that all parties can be appropriately informed.

26.05.40 Community Board
Councillor Cullingham confirmed that he is signed up for the East Chilterns Community Board meeting in June and will attend and report back.

26.05.41 Other Business
The Clerk will also look into whether the council can undertake fundraising activities, to be placed on the July agenda.

26.05.42 Items for next meeting
Footpath owner allocations
Filming application – Mammoth Productions
Goodwill gesture / donation from filming company
Parish council fundraising




Date and venue of next meeting: 29th July 2026, venue TBC


	













APPENDIX
Ashley Green Parish Council Planning Comments

Provisional Meeting Dates 2026
July 29th
September 9th
November 18th
Wardens Duties
Weekly:
1. Check the defibrillators battery in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill
1. Clear the bus stops and well house of any rubbish
1. Complete a visual check of the roads around the parish and report any fly tipping, damaged signage, potholes or other defects
Weekly Playground Check
1. Visually inspect each piece of equipment for any defects or breakages as outlined in the checklist and either repair or report to the Clerk
1. Sign and date the inspection forms held at the café
1. Clear any leaves
1. Clear any rubbish
1. Report if the bins are full and need an additional empty from Buckinghamshire Council
Ad-hoc duties
1. Clear any minor footpath issues
1. Clearing around and cleaning of the village gates
1. Clear pathways around allotment plots
1. Report any allotment issues to the Clerk
1. Ad-hoc duties as agreed with the Councillors and Clerk
1. Attend the 6 parish council meetings held each year and provide a report on works completed/outstanding and any other issues
Footpath Owners
To be confirmed at next meeting following review by Chairman and Councillor Colbert



















List of Councillors

Geoff Cullingham – Chairman (Ashley Green)
geoffcullingham@gmail.com
Telephone: 07768 927789

Roger Watts – Councillor (Ashley Green)
roger.watts@tridentbc.com
Telephone: 01494 773334

Mark Broschomb – Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
m.broschomb@btinternet.com
Telephone: 07747 014701

Simon Fidler – Councillor (Ashley Green)
sm.fidler@btinternet.com
Telephone: 07756 178964

Chris Woodhouse – Councillor (Ashley Green)
chriswoodhouse@live.co.uk
Telephone: 07775 821314

Simon Colbert – Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
simoncolbert@hotmail.com
Telephone: 07547 612211

Justine Fulford – County Councillor
Justine.Fulford@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Nicky Buckle – Parish Clerk
Ashleygreen.clerk@gmail.com
Telephone: 07815 957311

Alby Russell – Parish Warden
Heritage_landscapes@btconnect.com
