PARISH OF ASHLEY GREEN
ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING
Held at The Old School, Ashley Green
6.30pm on Friday 15th May 2026
To discuss: Additional Spending on Neighbourhood Plan

In Attendance
Councillor Watts (in the Chair)
Councillors Cullingham, Woodhouse, Fidler, Colbert
Apologies for Absence
Councillor Broschomb

1.  Chairman’s Introduction
The Chairman outlined the requirements to authorise additional expenditure as recommended by the Clerk in her email of 4th May 2026.
2.  Additional Spending for Neighbourhood Plan
The Chairman advised that the additional expenditure required amounts to £2,300. The consultants ONH have agreed to defer this invoice until the autumn. The additional expenditure is required to finalise the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) documents.
The Chairman outlined the additional work already undertaken by ONH:
1. Extensive amendments to the first draft of the ONH documents, over and above what would typically be expected for a small Parish — including the incorporation of Whelpley Hill in the Grey Belt Study following last summer’s initial consultation exercises, then its removal following the Regulation 14 consultation; adding extra views and content/analysis on various matters. The Green Belt Study is currently at version 8.
1. ONH input into consultation and publication material and attendance at the public meeting earlier in 2026.
1. Consideration of the Buckinghamshire Local Plan, which completed its call for sites exercise and was published during the Regulation 14 period, requiring analysis and cross-checking with the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).
The Chairman outlined the work remaining to be undertaken by ONH going forward:
1. Completing requested amendments to the NP as agreed by the Steering Group, requiring amendments to all three documents.
1. Reviewing additional documentation, including the design annex.
3.  Discussion
Councillors discussed the matter noting that such expenditure had not been budgeted, and being aware that a further election had been called by the residents of Whelpley Hill which will cost the Parish Council in the order of £3,700. It was noted that the Parish Council will need to manage expenditure very carefully going forward.
Councillor Fidler questioned the cost of the public vote on the Neighbourhood Plan later in the year. It was confirmed that this cost is borne by Buckinghamshire County Council.
Councillor Cullingham noted that in his view the Parish Council would be criticised if the Neighbourhood Plan were not brought to a conclusion given the expenditure to date. He also reiterated the financial advantages of having a Neighbourhood Plan in place in terms of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payments to the Parish Council.
Councillors discussed the potential effect on the reserve fund and cash flow issues arising from the additional expenditure.
The Chairman noted that, as the plan had included a grey belt study — a new concept — he was confident that ONH had spent considerably more time on the project than they had charged for.
It was noted that ONH would not progress the work until the additional expenditure was formally approved.

4.  Resolution
A vote was taken on whether to approve the additional expenditure of £2,300.
RESOLVED: That the additional expenditure of £2,300 to ONH be approved, with payment deferred until the autumn.
Four Councillors voted in favour.
Councillor Fidler voted against. He indicated that he was in favour of a Neighbourhood Plan but felt he could not approve the additional expenditure as he understood that plots 9 and 10 were included in the plan, he had not yet seen the documents, and he had received conflicting information.

5.  Close of Meeting
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.10pm.
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