Annual Parish Meeting

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 21st   MAY 2026 AT THE CORONATION HALL, WHELPLEY HILL

1. Chairman’s Introduction to the Meeting and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting
2. Chairman’s Report on the Year 2025/2026
The Chairman presented his Chairman’s Report (attached below)
3. Reports from local groups
None
4. For electors of this Parish to raise any issues relating to the local Community
None
















CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


Councillors, ladies and gentlemen I present my report for the year to 20th May 2026.

The Parish Council

During the year the previous Chairman, Dr Mike Smith, stood down in August 2025.  As a result and as required by Buckinghamshire Council an EGM was held and as Vice Chairman I was asked to take on the role of Interim Chairman.  At that meeting I indicated to the PC that I could not take on the role as a Permanent Chair of the Parish Council as I will become Master of the Chartered Surveyor’s Livery Company on 8th October 2026.  At which point I will spend much of my time in London.  I indicated that alternative arrangements would need to be made at the meeting in May 2026.  I will, however, continue to stand as a Parish Councillor and take a fully active role.

We must thank Mike for more than 8 years in the Chair during which time he has ably guided the Parish Council.  Mike has had long service in public office and will be much missed.

As a result of this vacancy an election was called and two candidates contested the seat.  Mr Simon Fidler was duly elected and has taken up office.

Further, in January councillor, Jennie Cahill, having indicated that she would for a long time, stood down as a Whelpley Hill Councillor.  Her depth of knowledge about Whelpley Hill will be sorely missed.  She has been and undoubtedly will continue to be a stalwart of the community.

On this occasion no election was called for.  The Council received only one application, as a result of which Mr Simon Colbert of Whelpley Hill was co-opted following a meeting on 18th March 2026.  Unfortunately, immediately before this meeting long serving Parish councillor Rodney Tucker also resigned.  His input will be greatly missed.

The result is at the present time it remains the case that Parish Council has a vacancy for a councillor preferably from Whelpley Hill. The residents of Whelpley Hill have called for an election. The election is to be on the 11th of June. There are two candidates, Kate Dawson and Rob Youngs, neither of whom are from Whelpley Hill.

I am pleased to report that Parish Council meetings have been well attended recently by members of the public particularly by those who have an interest in the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan.  However, other matters with which the Parish Council can also assist have been raised.

Finance

The table below indicates the Parish Council’s finances over the year 2025 to 2026.




	Budget 2025/2026
	
	
	

	
	Budgeted
	
	Spent

	Clerk Wages
	8140
	
	9027.09

	Clerk Home Working
	500
	
	

	Graveyard cut
	500
	
	500

	Parish Warden
	5000
	
	3238.16

	Payroll Services
	120
	
	120

	
	
	
	

	Electricity- streetlights
	1400
	
	883.17

	Maintenance- street lights
	100
	
	0

	
	
	
	

	War Memorial Treatment
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	

	Insurance
	1800
	
	1998.28

	
	
	
	

	Stationery/courses/Expenses
	400
	
	0

	
	
	
	

	Hall Hire
	100
	
	0

	
	
	
	

	Website
	144
	
	108

	
	
	
	

	Data Protection
	35
	
	47

	
	
	
	

	Playground- equipment repairs
	1000
	
	4.25

	Playground Inspection
	150
	
	136.8

	Tools and equipment
	200
	
	0

	
	
	
	

	Dog Waste Removal
	1000
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Audit Fee
	250
	
	252

	Community Projects and Maintenance
	5000
	
	19125

	New Street Lighting
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Donations
	250
	
	0

	Ashley Green
	
	
	

	Coronation Hall
	250
	
	0

	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	350
	
	378.72

	Allotments
	0
	
	480

	Grass Cutting
	11000
	
	10494.59

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	37489
	
	46793.06






During the year the Parish Council continued to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan.  Unfortunately, the government has withdrawn public funding for such exercises and the cost of this needed to be borne by the Parish Council directly (£16,250 plus VAT). Fortunately, the Ashley Green and District Community Association agreed to part fund this work as it was for the benefit of the whole community.  However, on the advice of Buckinghamshire Council this funding, whilst initially accepted, was returned.

At a recent EGM additional expenditure in connection with additional work on the Neighbourhood Plan was agreed.

The Parish Council also had to bear the cost of an election (£3,700). There will be a further similar sum to bear in connection with the June election. Neither of these costs were budgeted and savings will need to be sought from other budgets.

This expenditure has resulted in a reduction in the reserves.

As a result, an increase in precept was requested and granted in the sum of approximately 24%.

However, it should be noted that the precept has been held low for very many years restricting the ability of a Parish Council to improve facilities in the Parish.  It is hoped once reserves are reinstated that such works can progress.

Highways and Footpaths

We continue to exert pressure on Buckinghamshire Council to improve our highways, footpaths and roadways.

We receive regular input from members of the public and these in turn are passed on.  On occasion works are carried out by councillors or the Parish Warden.

Periodic work has been undertaken to repair roads in the Parish but this is very much on a piecemeal basis.

Much disruption has been caused over the last year where water utilities and others have been undertaking works within the Parish leading to extended road closers.

Councillor Cullingham continued to take an active interest in progressing the Community Speedwatch Programme.  It is hoped that further monitoring will occur in the following year 

Planning Report

The primary focus in the year has been in relation to the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan since the government introduced their new definition of grey belt.

Last year a steering group was formed and ONH Consultants engaged to assist.

An initial grey belt study was prepared.  This was subject to two well-attended informal briefing sessions for parishoners

Subsequently, a draft Neighbourhood Plan was prepared, and this was presented to a very well-attended public meeting in January attended by ONH.

Subsequently, the steering group are working to assess the responses received (for both Regulation 14 and 16 purposes) and to amend the Neighbourhood Plan.

The revised Neighbourhood Plan, basic conditions statement, and consultation statement will be completed in due course and presented to Buckinghamshire Council.  Subject to their analysis, the plan will go to an independent examiner and thereafter to public vote.

Over the Easter weekend major unauthorised development took place on land off Hog Lane to create a traveller encampment. Over the weekend Bucks County worked tirelessly to put in place first a Stop Notice (which was ignored) and then an Injunction. Bucks County should be congratulated on their hard work and swift and decisive actions. A very well attended public meeting was held on the 8th of April. Details are available on the PC web site. An application for retrospective planning permission has now been submitted, and all parishioners are encouraged to send their objections to Bucks County. A working group exists to advise parishioners and confirm actions that need to be taken

There has been a recent application to put four houses on a small plot on Chesham Road.  The PC has registered its objections. Parishioners are encouraged to do the same.

Otherwise, the Parish Council considered 13 applications.  Of these, the Parish Council only raised comments in relation to one. (Two Counties Equestrian Centre, Whelpley Hill)

Buckinghamshire Council are currently progressing their own Local Plan.  The public have been encouraged to take an interest in these proposals.

Village Matters

The outdoor wellness facility continues to be extremely well used and is much appreciated by those from the community and further field.  The Parish Council carry out regular inspections and maintenance.

In Whelpley Hill the Coronation Hall has been reinvigorated by a new committee and is now hosting many events.

The litter pick was held in March, and this was a huge success with a very large turnout.  The event on this occasion was helped by refreshments being provided by a charitable body.

The introduction of Starlink into the Memorial Hall has not met with success and, when the year trial is completed, will be removed.  However, in the meantime, full broadband has been installed in the village and steps are being taken to introduce this into the Community Association buildings.

Buckinghamshire Council’s community boards and village forums have been withdrawn. There is an emerging body but its full remit and ability to assist is not yet clear.

There has been recent poorly managed disturbance caused by testing and operations by a production company using the on the Space Studio facility at Whelpley Hill. Councillor Colbert has been very active in seeking to implement control measures to reduce disturbance to Whelpley Hill residents

In conclusion.

The Parish Council exits for the benefit for the whole community.  It is unfortunate that certain Parishioners feel that such public service merits aggressive challenge rather than reasoned support. I take particular offence at those who seek to belittle the roll of the Clerk.  

I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their hard work during the year and to take this opportunity of extending my warm support and thanks for the huge amount of work done and the dedication of our Parish Clerk, Nicky Buckle.
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