MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 17th SEPTEMBER 2025
AT THE CORONATION HALL, WHELPLEY HILL
PRESENT: 
Councillors: Tucker (RT),Watts (Interim Chairman), Woodhouse (CW), Cullingham (GC), Cahill (JC), Broschomb (MB)
Clerk: 	Nicky Buckle

Warden: Alby Russell

Public: 11

APOLOGIES: None

Meeting Started at 7.30PM


	25.09.52 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.	

25.09.53 Questions and comments from the public
A resident raised that they wished to be co-opted onto the council. Councillor Watts confirmed that another resident had also expressed interest but was unable to attend this meeting. It was agreed that an extraordinary meeting be scheduled where both applicants could attend. The Clerk will schedule this in the coming weeks

A resident asked for clarity regarding the funding for the Neighbourhood Plan. It was explained that the cost is being partly covered by a loan from the Community Association. This is a long term loan which will be paid back over the coming years as and when either money from CIL payments become available or the PC is able to pay from the precept. Councillor Broschomb provided clarity over what CIL payments were.

25.09.54 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
None

25.09.55 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting from July were amended and agreed by the Council and were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

25.09.56 Finance and Official Business

25.09.56.1 Current Finance

The Clerk provided a verbal update on the accounts.

	
	
	ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

	
	
	
	

	
	
	CLERK RFO REPORT September  2025

	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank
	
	£10,569.13

	Payments to be approved at meeting
	
	£0.00

	Net Balance
	
	£10,569.13

	Fixed Term Account
	
	£12,859.23

	Playground Account
	
	£0.01

	Petty cash
	
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	£23,428.37

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Payments since 22nd  July 2025
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	To
	Detail
	

	22/07/25
	Service Charges
	Bank Charges
	£4.25

	31/07/25
	Core Synergy Ltd
	Website
	£12.00

	05/08/25
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	£959.50

	12/08/25
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£827.05

	22/08/25
	Service Charges
	Bank Charges
	£4.25

	28/08/25
	Buckinghamshire Council
	Election Fees
	£301.00

	09/09/25
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£740.37

	12/09/25
	N Power
	Street Lights
	£259.59

	
	
	
	

	Receipts since Last Meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	From
	Detail
	

	
	
	
	

	30/07/25
	Cullingham
	Allotment
	£10.00

	12/09/25
	Ashley Green CA
	Loan for Neighbourhood Plan
	£5,000.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Cheques to be signed at meeting/ Online approval
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£0.00

	
	
	
	£0.00



25.09.56.2 Audit

The Clerk confirmed that the signed off audit documentation had been received from the external auditor.

25.09.57 Countryside

25.09.57.1 Update

25.09.57.2 Grass Cutting

The clerk confirmed that all cuts so far this year had been undertaken. As there has not been as much rainfall this summer the amount of growth between cuts has been less than previous years.

25.09.57.3 Footpaths

The warden confirmed that they had strimmed the footpath by the bowls club. The path still has a number of low hanging trees which need to be cleared by the land owner.

25.09.58 Highways

25.09.58.1 Highways

It was noted the ‘S’ bend on Hog lane was again flooding. It was requested that the clerk contact highways and request that the soak away be cleared.

The clerk shared that the LAT had confirmed that new road name signs had been ordered.

It was noted that Affinity Water is starting works with in Ashley Green on 22nd September

There are currently many pot holes along Grove Lane. The clerk will report these on Fix my Street.

25.09.58.2 Footways

The councillors noted that there is a lack of pavements within the parish. It is a longstanding desire of the council that new pavements be installed on Two Dells Lane and Chesham Road in Ashley Green and Village Road in Whelpley Hill.
 
25.09.59 Planning

It was agreed that no comments were required from the council with regards to the below applications.

PL/25/2609/FA - Araluen Hog Lane Ashley Green 
PL/25/2700/FA - Langtree Hog Lane Ashley Green

The Parish Council wish to comment on the below application. The comments can be found at the end of these minutes.

PL/22/1916/FA - Two Counties Equestrian Village Road Whelpley Hill


25.09.60 Village Matters

(25.09.60.1) Parish Items and Update

Street Lights

Councillor Cullingham shared that the streetlights had been installed. He provided the clerk with a copy of the quote and promised the invoice in due course.

Village Signs

Councillor Broschomb will look into moving this forward. Councillor Cullingham will share the previously gained information with him.

Broadband Update

Councillor Cahill provided an update and shared that Cityfibre are aiming to install fibre to the premises by spring 2026.

Councillor Cahill also provided an update on Starlink and confirmed that no agreement would be signed until they were satisfied that the contract was correct.

Councillor Vacancy

It was agreed that a meeting would be arranged for October when all candidates could be present.

(25.09.60.2) Wardens Report 

The warden provided a verbal update to his written report which was provided to the councillors. 

It was discussed that there was a desire from allotment holders for a fence to be installed. The council dismissed this idea as it was too costly however strengthening the boundary line would be considered.


(25.09.60.3) Ashley Green 


It was requested that the village gates be repainted in the spring. This will be considered in the next budget.


(25.09.60.4) Whelpley Hill
	
The clerk confirmed that the previously raised issues regarding children catching the bus for school had been resolved but that there was still dissatisfaction regarding the bus service in Whelpley Hill. 
Councillor Tucker informed the council of an issue with a recent party at the hall where the police had to be called. Repairs had been undertaken but at the expense of the hall committee. The terms and conditions of hall usage had been updated.

The next coffee morning is due to be held 26th September.

25.09.61 Outdoor Wellness Facility

Councillor Cullingham confirmed that they would source and install a sign not to climb on the roof of the play train.

The warden would clear the leaves on a weekly basis over the autumn.

25.09.62 Neighbourhood Plan

There was a request from the public on the timeline for the neighbourhood plan. 
It was explained that the plan was currently with ONH to revise. It will then go to the steering group to approve following which a recommendation will come to the PC. Subject to agreement the formal Regulation 14 process will then commence. This is likely to be towards the end of October with a conclusion possibly before Christmas. Ample notice will be given regarding public consultation.

There was a request from the public regarding funding for the plan. The plan is a joint venture between the community association and the PC. The community association have loaned funds to part fund the cost of the plan.
There was a request from the public to provide more clarity over Whelpley Hills inclusion in the plan. It was confirmed that Whelpley Hill will be included in the new plan following input from the public at the initial consultations.
 
The council is aware that Buckinghamshire Council had just released its own local plan for review. It was confirmed this will need to be considered as part of the developing neighbourhood plan

25.09.63 Community Board

Councillors Cullingham and Cahill would attend the coming forums and provide an update

25.09.64 Other Business

Village ponds were discussed and councillor Cahill would discuss options with Ross Tackley


25.09.65 Items for next meeting

First draft of 2026 budget

Date and venue of the next meeting, 19th November 2025, Venue  The Old School, Ashley Green.

	 






APPENDIX

Neighbourhood Plan Timeline of Events Log

28/09/2021- Resident contacted the Parish Council requesting that a Neighbourhood Plan be put on the agenda for discussing at the next meeting. The Chairman of the Ashley Green and District Community Association proposes that the CA and PC work together on developing a Neighbourhood Plan for the benefit of the whole Parish. 
May 2022- Chairmans Report- referenced a desire for a Neighbourhood Plan but the council were unable to at the time due to cost and time implications.
May 2023- Chairmans Report- Acknowledgement that a lack of area plan leaves parishes like Ashley Green vulnerable. A parish Neighbourhood plan is still being considered.
March 2025- Councillor Broschomb raised at the Parish Council meeting, on behalf of a resident, that due to changes in legislation there was now more need for a Neighbourhood Plan. The resident provided Councillor Broschomb with details of a highly respected consultancy considered best in the area. It was agreed that Councillor Watts chair a steering committee. 
20th March- Steering Committee set up. Councillor Watts to chair, other members were Councillor Broschomb, Rob Youngs, Sam Harper, Nicky Buckle (clerk). At an informal startup session Councillor Broschomb made it clear to the Steering Group members that he has a conflict of interest. The other Steering Group members were already fully aware of this potential conflict of interest but wanted Councillor Broschomb to remain the Steering Group due to his vast local knowledge.
25th March- Proposal received by ONH
28th March- Proposal sent to Parish Councillors and 3 councillors not on the SG provided approval to appoint ONH
1st April – A Community Association General meeting was held where it was agreed, in principle, for the Community Association to loan The Parish Council up to £10,000 which they would refund in 2026. 
2nd April- Initial call with ONH with Clerk and Sam Harper
8th April- Steering Group (minus the Clerk) meet with ONH and do a walk around the parish.
April-May- ONH work on Greybelt study
1st May- Buckinghamshire Council contacted to request that Ashley Green be designated a ‘Neighbourhood Area’
12th May- Councillor Broschomb emails to say that he feels he should step down due to a conflict of interests- other members of the steering group do not see it as a problem and request that he stays.
6th June- Posters printed to share at the village fair which was unfortunately cancelled
19th June- confirmation received that all neighbourhood plan funding had been closed for good
24th June- Initial information sharing evening at the Old School
8th July- Councillor Broschomb resigns his position on the Steering Group but agrees to stay on until the end of the month.
17th July- The clerk contacts Mark Hughes to request they join the Steering Group
23rd July- Parish Council Meeting- Council approves Councillor Broschomb’s resignation from the steering group and signs off the appointment of Mark Hughes. Councillor Woodhouse considering also joining the Steering Group.
24th July- Mark Hughes formally joins Steering Group
29th July- Second information sharing evening at the Old School
29th July- Councillor Woodhouse joins the Steering Group
5th August- Councillor Smith Resigns from the Parish Council
12th August- Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting- Councillor Watts elected interim Chairman of the Parish Council


Ashley Green Parish Council Planning Comments
PL/22/1916/FA - Two Counties Equestrian Village Road Whelpley Hill

1) There is a huge lack of clarity in the documentation
2) The Parish Council believes that the original comments they sent to the application in July 2022 all still apply. Additionally they would like to add:

- It is not possible to see the extent of the demolition proposed on any drawing, nor is there any clear idea of future use of the existing stables. The Parish Council would like to see a statement of subsequent intended use.
- The Parish council would like to question the applicants statement regarding nominal increase in space as that appears to conflict with the information provided.
- With regards to the proposed new buildings 'Block A' it is felt that these are positioned too close to the boundary and this could be detrimental to the surrounding properties.

Meeting Dates 2025
November 19th 
Wardens Duties
Weekly:
· Check the defibrillators battery in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill
· Clear the bus stops and well house of any rubbish
· Complete a visual check of the roads around the parish and report any fly tipping, damages signage, potholes or other defects
Weekly Playground Check
· Visually inspect each piece of equipment for any defects or breakages as outlined in the checklist and either repair or report to the Clerk
· Sign and date the inspection forms held at the café 
· Clear any leaves
· Clear any rubbish
· Report if the bins are full and need an additional empty from Buckinghamshire Council
Ad-hoc duties
· Clear any minor footpath issues
· Clearing around and cleaning of the village gates
· Clear pathways around allotment plots
· Report any allotment issues to the Clerk
· Ad-hoc duties as agreed with the Councillors and Clerk
· Attend the 6 parish council meeting held each year and provide a report on works completed/outstanding and any other issues.

Footpath Owners
Jenni- Numbers: 16, 7, 6, 7a, 7b, 17, 17a

Geoff- Numbers: 22, 4, 1, 3, 1A, 1B

Mark- Numbers: 2, 2a, 2b, 2d

- Numbers:11, 12, 13, 15

Roger- Numbers: 5, 5b, 9, 10, 10a, 15a

Chris- Numbers 8, 8a, 21

List of Councillors


Roger Watts – Interim Vice Chair
roger.watts@tridentbc.com
Telephone: 01494 773334

Mark Broschomb- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
m.broschomb@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01442 879971

Jennie Cahill – Councillor (Ashley Green)
jennie.cahill@icloud.com
Telephone: 07894293905

Geoff Cullingham- Councillor (Ashley Green)
geoffcullingham@gmail.com
Telephone: 07768 927789

Rodney Tucker- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
rodtucker@sky.com
Telephone: 07881906777

Chris Woodhouse- Councillor (Ashley Green)
chriswoodhouse@live.co.uk
Telephone: 07775 821314

Justine Fulford- (County Councillor)
Justine.Fulford@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Nicky Buckle- Parish Clerk
Ashleygreen.clerk@gmail.com 
Telephone: 07815 957311

Alby Russell- Parish Warden
Heritage_landscapes@btconnect.com


