Annual Parish Meeting

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 21st   MAY 2025 AT THE OLD SChOOL ASHLEY GREEN

1. Chairman’s Introduction to the Meeting and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting
2. Chairman’s Report on the Year 2024/2025
The Chairman presented his Chairman’s Report (attached below)
3. Reports from local groups
None
4. For electors of this Parish to raise any issues relating to the local Community
None
















Ashley Green Parish Council
Annual Parish Assembly 21 May 2025
Chairman’s Report for the year 2024-25
Ladies and Gentlemen, I present my report for the year to 31 March 2025, my eighth as Chairman of AGPC.
The Parish Council.
During the year the Parish Council has been meeting as normal, including holding two of our meetings in Whelpley Hill.
We still have our full complement of seven Councillors. All stood for re-election recently, and all were unopposed.
Finance
After last year’s surplus, this year we have ended up in overspend, due to catching up with projects not completed and also to catching up with village maintenance following the appointment of the new Village Warden. Meanwhile costs continue to rise and we have again requested a small increase in the precept to £24090 for 2025-26.
The table below shows how our finances have worked out for 2024-25. 
	
	Budgeted
	Spent
	 +/-

	
	
	
	

	Clerk Wages
	7600
	8624.4
	-524.4

	Clerk Home Working
	500
	
	

	Graveyard cut
	500
	500
	0

	Parish Warden
	1500
	3201
	-1701

	Payroll Services
	120
	120
	0

	
	
	
	

	Electricity- streetlights
	1300
	1051
	249

	Maintenance- street lights
	500
	0
	500

	
	
	
	

	War Memorial Treatment
	100
	0
	100

	
	
	
	

	Insurance
	1700
	1647
	53

	
	
	
	

	Stationery/courses/Expenses
	350
	33.5
	316.5

	
	
	
	

	Hall Hire
	120
	0
	120

	
	
	
	

	Website
	144
	156
	-12

	
	
	
	

	Data Protection
	35
	35
	0

	
	
	
	

	Playground- equipment repairs
	1000
	5118
	-4118

	Playground Inspection
	100
	136.8
	-36.8

	Tools and equipment
	300
	0
	300

	
	
	
	

	Dog Waste Removal
	900
	478.8
	421.2

	
	
	
	

	Audit Fee
	250
	252
	-2

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Community Projects and Maintenance
	5000
	0
	5000

	New Street Lighting
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Donations
	250
	250
	0

	Ashley Green
	
	
	

	Coronation Hall
	250
	250
	0

	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	330
	374.48
	-44.48

	
	
	
	

	Allotments
	250
	2220
	-1970

	
	
	
	

	Grass Cutting
	9000
	9428.46
	-428.46

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	31799
	33876.44
	-2077.44



Highways and Footpaths
We continue to exert pressure on Buckinghamshire Council to improve our highways, footpaths and bridleways.
Footpaths were muddy as a result of the wet early spring, but have now dried out. Once again growth of vegetation is taking off, and we are now dealing with this.
Buckinghamshire Council has continued to work on our roads, in particular Two Dells Lane, but again this has been carried out in piecemeal fashion.
Cllrs Cullingham and Woodhouse, together with some volunteer residents, have been continuing to carry out a Community Speedwatch, monitoring traffic speeds through the village. This has had some success in reducing speeding, but is currently handicapped by a shortage of volunteers.
Planning Report
Over the last twelve months there has been very little planning activity in the Parish. There have been only 10 applications for consent made, and of those the Parish Council has found it appropriate to comment on only two to Buckinghamshire Council. There have been a handful of applications for lawful use.
It continues to be the case that planning applications have been restricted largely to alterations and extensions to existing homes because Buckinghamshire Council are not considering any applications for new house building in this area. This is because the arrangements to deal with the Beechwoods Special Area of Conservation have not yet been resolved. This is a Zone extending 12.6 kilometres from Ashridge common and woods. It is understood that financial arrangements have now been agreed in other affected planning regions.
There are no current major schemes pending so far as we are aware. It can be anticipated, however, that there will be many applications made when the Beechwoods Special Area matter is resolved.
There have been no matters of contention from a planning point of view arising during the year. A site in Whelpley Hill was the subject of a Caravan Club application. This was withdrawn. The owners of the site have subsequently made application for a substantial new stable block (pending).  
Responsibility for the creation of a new Area Plan is now with Buckinghamshire Council. Progress appears to be very slow.  The absence of an Area Plan does leave small Parish Councils like Ashley Green vulnerable as targets for speculative development. Accordingly, and in conjunction with members of the Community Association, the Parish Council is now progressing with a plan to establish a Neighbourhood Plan. ONH Consultants, who have assisted many local Parish Councils, have been appointed to assist with the process. Application has been made to Buckinghamshire Council, initial scoping has been undertaken and advice received. Public consultation will commence in June. Ashley Green is a small Parish, and we therefore hope to establish the Neighbourhood Plan in approximately one year’s time. 
Village Matters

The Outdoor Wellness Facility and the adjacent café have continued to go from strength to strength, being popular both with local residents and visitors from further afield. The Parish Council is continuing regular inspections and to perform minor maintenance activities. We have installed a new patch around the perimeter of the facility, which will enable friends and relations to watch play without getting quite so muddy. This was partly funded by a grant which we received from the Community Board.
The commemorative oak trees that we planted in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill are now doing well. Also in Whelpley Hill, the Coronation Hall is now going from strength to strength under its new committee.
After some problems with the original installation of LED streetlights leading to unreliability, we are now improving this with a new programme of replacement which is now close to completion.
Cllr Cahill has again organised litter picks both in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill in as part of the Great British Spring Clean. Both events were again well attended, and the amount of rubbish collected is now starting to reduce as previous years’ accumulation is being eliminated. 
We have continued to pursue the eventual installation of full fibre broadband in the village of Ashley Green. Although Openreach installed the cables in the village, the handover to City Fibre seems to introduced yet more delays. Meanwhile, in conjunction with the Community Association we successfully applied for inclusion in a pilot project to install satellite broadband in the Memorial Hall, initially on a temporary basis, before FTTP finally arrives in the village.  
Cllr Watts and I have continued to attend the Buckinghamshire Council’s Community Board and Villages Forum, with additional help from Cllr Cahill. The Community Board is currently being reorganised and we wait to see whether we shall have continued success in receiving funding for our projects.
As usual I would like to thank our Parish Clerk, Nicky Buckle, for her hard work on our behalf throughout the year.




MRS 10 May 2023
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