MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 13th November 2024
AT THE CORONATION HALL WHELPLEY HILL
PRESENT: 
Councillors: Smith (Chairman) (MS), Broschomb (MB), Tucker (RT),Watts (Vice Chairman)

Clerk: 	Nicky Buckle

Warden: Alby Russell

APOLOGIES:, Councillors Cahill (JC), Woodhouse (CW), Cullingham (GC),

Meeting Started at 7.30PM


	24.11.64 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.	

24.11.65 Questions and comments from the public
None

24.11.66 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
None

24.11.67 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting from September were agreed by the Council and were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

24.11.68 Finance and Official Business

24.11.68.1 Current Finance

The Clerk provided a verbal update on the accounts.

	
	
	ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

	
	
	
	

	
	
	CLERK RFO REPORT November 2024

	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank
	
	£19,588.02

	Payments to be approved at meeting
	£767.97

	Net Balance
	
	£18,820.05

	Fixed Term Account
	
	£12,767.08

	Playground Account
	
	£0.01

	Petty cash
	
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	£31,587.14

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Payments since 18 September 2024
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	To
	Detail
	

	18/09/24
	DD
	N Power
	£72.36

	02/10/24
	OP
	Function 28
	£12.00

	02/10/24
	OP
	Countrywide
	£902.59

	08/10/24
	OP
	N Buckle
	£689.51

	17/10/24
	DD
	N Power
	£78.15

	21/10/24
	OP
	M Smith
	£13.50

	22/10/24
	OP
	RBL Poppy
	£20.00

	22/10/24
	OP
	SLCC
	£144.00

	10/11/24
	OP
	N Buckle
	£923.03

	12/11/24
	OP
	Buckinghamshire
	£478.80

	12/11/24
	OP
	DM Payroll
	£60.00

	12/11/24
	OP
	Countrywide
	£902.59

	12/11/24
	OP
	Function 28
	£12.00

	
	
	
	£4,308.53

	
	
	
	

	Receipts since Last Meeting
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	From
	Detail
	

	
	
	
	

	Cheques to be signed at meeting/ Online approval
	

	
	
	
	

	10/11/2024
	Wardens Services
	
	£767.97

	
	
	
	£767.97



24.11.69 Countryside

24.11.69.1 Update

24.11.69.2 Grass Cutting

The Clerk raised that the contract with Countrywide Garden Maintenance was nearing its end. The clerk will ask them to quote for the grass cutting for the 2025.

24.11.69.3 Footpaths

A resident has contacted the clerk regarding clearing the unofficial footpath opposite Chesham Prep School. The clerk informed the resident that this was not an official footpath so could not be maintained however Alby was prepared to go and have a look to see what could be done.

24.11.70 Highways

24.11.70.1 Highways

It was noted that Highways have repaired the sunken drain along Two Dells Lane by the church.

The warden raised several issues with road signs which the clerk will report to Buckinghamshire Council

The council want it noted that Two Dells Lane is currently a dangerous road due to the road condition and lack of white lines. It was raised that there is a desire for the speed limit to be reduced or for traffic calming measures to be put in place.

It was also noted that numerous signs are being erected within the parish along the highways. These can often be dangerous along with being an eyesore. 

24.11.70.2 Footways

It was noted that the verge and footpath outside Curtis Cottages looked a mess due to the cars parking on the grass. It was suggested that these areas be tarmacked to make them more suitable for parking. It would also be beneficial as it would widen the footway to make it more suitable for pedestrians/cyclists.

24.11.71 Planning

The following applications were considered by the planning committee, comments can be found at the end of these minutes.

       PL/24/2965/FA Land Adjoining Hemmingsway, Village Road, Whelpley Hill


24.11.72 Village Matters

(24.11.72.1) Parish Items and Update

Street Lights

Councillor Cullingham provided an update that the missing street lights had been delivered to his house. Fitting will be arranged in the coming months when a new contractor can be arranged.

(24.11.72.2) Wardens Report 

The warden provided a verbal update to his written report which was provided to the councillors. It was requested that the warden clean and straighten the white posts along the village green.

The councillors agreed that the new warden had made a brilliant start in his new role. Many jobs had been undertaken in areas which have been neglected in recent months. The councillors would like to thank him for his work to date.

(24.11.72.3) Ashley Green 

Allotments

The warden confirmed that they are looking to get a quote for cutting back the hedges around the allotments.


(24.11.72.4) Whelpley Hill
	
Councillor Tucker shared that the Whelpley Hill Hall Committee had been awarded a Pride of Bucks Award. Additionally the committee has been awarded Chiltern Voice’s charity of the month.

24.11.73 Outdoor Wellness Facility

The clerk raised that there was an issue with the playground. One of the posts of the rope bridge leading to the pirate ship had rotted through at the bottom. The area had been made safe and sectioned off by the warden. It was agreed that the rotted post should be replaced by a recycled plastic alternative. The clerk will work with the warden to repair the issue.

Councillor Broschomb stated that works to install a path around the playground was scheduled to take place in 2/3 weeks time. It was also noted that any soil removed in this works should be used to fill in the dips in the village green.

24.11.74 Community Board and Village Forum

Councillors Smith gave a verbal update.

24.11.75 Other Business

Broadband

The councillors have been informed by works people that a pole survey was to be undertaken within the village to ascertain their suitability for fibre. It is still unknown when this will be completed.

https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/fibre-community-partnership 

Other Works

Councillor Cullingham has received a quote for new signage for the village, he will send this to the Clerk.

Councillor Broschombe raised that he would like to replace the fallen soldiers which stand by the church.

24.11.76 Items for next meeting

Budget and precept


Date and venue of the next meeting, 15th January , Venue  The Coronation Hall, Whelpley Hill 

	 



Ashley Green Parish Council
Meeting Dates 2025
January 15th 
March 19th 
May 21st   
July 23rd  
September 17th  
November 19th 
Wardens Duties
Weekly:
· Check the defibrillators battery in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill
· Clear the bus stops and well house of any rubbish
· Complete a visual check of the roads around the parish and report any fly tipping, damages signage, potholes or other defects
Weekly Playground Check
· Visually inspect each piece of equipment for any defects or breakages as outlined in the checklist and either repair or report to the Clerk
· Sign and date the inspection forms held at the café 
· Clear any leaves
· Clear any rubbish
· Report if the bins are full and need an additional empty from Buckinghamshire Council
Ad-hoc duties
· Clear any minor footpath issues
· Clearing around and cleaning of the village gates
· Clear pathways around allotment plots
· Report any allotment issues to the Clerk
· Ad-hoc duties as agreed with the Councillors and Clerk
· Attend the 6 parish council meeting held each year and provide a report on works completed/outstanding and any other issues.

Planning Comments Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill


Please find below comments from Ashley Green Parish Council regarding application PL/24/2965/FA:

We are concerned about the practicality of the proposed parking arrangements for three vehicles per dwelling. It would appear that, to extract the vehicle furthest from the highway, at least one other vehicle would also have to enter the highway.

We would also note that there are concerns among villagers in Whelpley Hill about the way this former graveyard has been cleared, the gravestones having been removed to the side.of the plot. We would request you to check that this has been done in a legal manner, and that all required permissions have been obtained.

List of Councillors


Mike Smith – Chairman
msmith63@outlook.com
Telephone: 07768 694529

Roger Watts – Vice Chair
roger.watts@tridentbc.com
Telephone: 01494 773334

Mark Broschomb- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
m.broschomb@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01442 879971

Jennie Cahill – Councillor (Ashley Green)
jennie.cahill@icloud.com
Telephone: 07894293905

Geoff Cullingham- Councillor (Ashley Green)
geoffcullingham@gmail.com
Telephone: 07768 927789

Rodney Tucker- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
rodtucker@sky.com
Telephone: 07881906777

Chris Woodhouse- Councillor (Ashley Green)
chriswoodhouse@live.co.uk
Telephone: 07775 821314

Nick Southworth- (County Councillor)
Nick.Southworth@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Nicky Buckle- Parish Clerk
Ashleygreen.clerk@gmail.com 
Telephone: 07815 957311
