MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 15th January 2025
AT THE CORONATION HALL, WHELPLEY HILL
PRESENT: 
Councillors: Smith (Chairman) (MS), Broschomb (MB), Tucker (RT),Watts (Vice Chairman), Cahill (JC), Woodhouse (CW)
Clerk: 	Nicky Buckle

Warden: Alby Russell

APOLOGIES: None

Meeting Started at 7.30PM


	25.01.01 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.	

25.01.02 Questions and comments from the public
None

25.01.03 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
None

25.01.04 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting from November were agreed by the Council and were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

25.01.05 Finance and Official Business

25.01.05.1 Current Finance

The Clerk provided a verbal update on the accounts.

	
	
	ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

	
	
	
	

	
	
	CLERK RFO REPORT January 2025

	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank
	
	£20,533.89

	Payments to be approved at meeting
	£0.00

	Net Balance
	
	£20,533.89

	Fixed Term Account
	
	£12,787.72

	Playground Account
	
	£0.01

	Petty cash
	
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	£33,321.62

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Payments since 13 November 2024
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	To
	Detail
	

	14/11/24
	Heritage Landscapes
	Warden Work
	£767.97

	19/11/24
	Npower
	Street Lights
	£84.94

	19/11/24
	Heritage Landscapes
	Playground Repairs
	£318.00

	26/11/24
	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit
	£252.00

	28/11/24
	ICO
	Data Protection
	£35.00

	03/12/24
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	£902.59

	03/12/24
	Function 28 Ltd
	Website
	£12.00

	06/12/24
	Heritage Landscapes
	Warden Work
	£572.72

	06/12/24
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£718.70

	18/12/24
	Npower
	Street Lights
	£98.96

	07/01/25
	Heritage Landscapes
	Warden Work
	£1,012.96

	07/01/25
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	£902.59

	07/01/25
	Function 28 Ltd
	Website
	£12.00

	08/01/25
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£718.70

	
	
	
	£6,409.13

	
	
	
	

	Receipts since Last Meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	From
	Detail
	

	14/01/25
	Bucks Council
	Grass Reimbursement
	£7,355.00

	
	
	
	

	Cheques to be signed at meeting/ Online approval
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£0.00

	
	
	
	£0.00



25.01.05.2 Precept and Budget 2025

The Clerk provided a proposed budget for 2025-26. This was discussed and agreed by the councillors. The precept for Ashley Green Parish Council for 2024-2025 will be £24,090

25.01.06 Countryside

25.01.06.1 Update

25.01.06.2 Grass Cutting

The clerk provided a quote from the current grass cutting contractor (Countrywide Grounds Maintenance) and it was agreed to renew the contract with them for another year. It was agreed that the warden would take on the task of strimming the graveyard.

25.01.06.3 Footpaths

The warden raised that the bridleways within the parish needed work. It was noted by the councillors that there has been a historical lack of maintenance. The clerk will contact Bucks council to see if there is any funding available to maintain these pathways.

It was agreed that each footpath owner would obtain the title deeds for each footpath to work out who the property owners were. Owners of each footpath can be found at the end of these minutes.

25.01.07 Highways

25.01.07.1 Highways

Councillor Woodhouse raised that he would like to see reactive speed limit signs added to Ashley Green village. Councillor Cullingham offered to contact Buckinghamshire council to look into this.

The councillors raised that the hedgerows outside of Chesham Prep School encroach onto the road. This, along with speeding along Two Dells Lane, is making the road very dangerous. The Clerk will contact Chesham Prep School to discuss.

It was noted that during the periods of heavy rain recently there has been a waterfall effect coming off the Christmas tree farm which then runs water and sediments along Chesham Road. This is seen to be a serious safety issue. The clerk will report this to Bucks Highways.

Additionally it was reported that during the periods of cold weather there is black ice building up at the junction of Hog Lane and Johns Lane. It is believed that this is due to a build op of silt which needs clearing from the area of the borehole.

Councillor Cahill raised that there were several trees along Chesham Road which were being choked by ivy. The clerk will raise this with highways.

25.01.07.2 Footways

The warden has strimmed the grass opposite Chesham Prep School at the request of a resident.
 
25.01.08 Planning

There have been no applications submitted to the council since the last meeting.


25.01.09 Village Matters

(25.01.09.1) Parish Items and Update

Street Lights

Councillor Cullingham confirmed that he was working to ensure the last lamps are installed in the coming weeks.

Village Signs

Councillor Broschomb will share details of a different signs contractor with councillor Cullingham.


(25.01.09.2) Wardens Report 

The warden provided a verbal update to his written report which was provided to the councillors. 

The warden raised that there was an issue with disposing of the waste he was collecting. Ther clerk has obtained a temporary permit for the use of the refuse centre but this is not a long term solution.

(25.01.09.3) Ashley Green 

Allotments

The clerk confirmed that three tenants had vacated their plots but that new tenants had been found. Allotment contracts will be sent to all tenants by the end of the month.

The clerk provided the council with a quote for trimming the hedges around the allotment plots. This quote was signed off by the council.


(25.01.09.4) Whelpley Hill
	
Councillor Tucker shared that the Whelpley Hill Hall is now well let. He also shared that the committee have been chosen as the Chiltern Voice charity of the month for February.

25.01.10 Outdoor Wellness Facility

The Warden provided the council with details of a ROSPA course for playground maintenance. The council signed off the cost of this and the warden will arrange with the clerk.

The clerk confirmed that the new path around the playground had been completed. Councillor Cullingham will send the invoice to the clerk to arrange payment.

25.01.11 Community Board and Village Forum

Councillors Smith stated that the next meeting was due to be held 6th February.

Councill Smith also confirmed that he would be meeting with Ross Tackley to discuss the needs of the village.

25.01.12 Other Business

Broadband

Councillor Cahill stated that Citifibre have been awarded the contract to connect homes in Bucks, Herts and Berks to the fibre cables. Councillor Cahill has been informed that Ashley Green is unlikely to be connected until the end of 2025.

Councillor Cahill will continue to push her contact at Bucks council to expedite this.


Other Works

Councillor Broshchomb raised that some though needed to be put into future CIL payments and the council needed to plan for how it would hold and use the money it receives.

25.01.13 Items for next meeting

None


Date and venue of the next meeting, 19th March 2025, Venue  The Old School, Ashley Green

	 



Ashley Green Parish Council
Meeting Dates 2025
March 19th 
May 21st   
July 23rd  
September 17th  
November 19th 
Wardens Duties
Weekly:
· Check the defibrillators battery in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill
· Clear the bus stops and well house of any rubbish
· Complete a visual check of the roads around the parish and report any fly tipping, damages signage, potholes or other defects
Weekly Playground Check
· Visually inspect each piece of equipment for any defects or breakages as outlined in the checklist and either repair or report to the Clerk
· Sign and date the inspection forms held at the café 
· Clear any leaves
· Clear any rubbish
· Report if the bins are full and need an additional empty from Buckinghamshire Council
Ad-hoc duties
· Clear any minor footpath issues
· Clearing around and cleaning of the village gates
· Clear pathways around allotment plots
· Report any allotment issues to the Clerk
· Ad-hoc duties as agreed with the Councillors and Clerk
· Attend the 6 parish council meeting held each year and provide a report on works completed/outstanding and any other issues.

Footpath Owners
Jenni- Numbers: 16, 7, 6, 7a, 7b, 17, 17a

Geoff- Numbers: 22, 4, 1, 3, 1A, 1B

Mark- Numbers: 2, 2a, 2b, 2d

Mike- Numbers:11, 12, 13, 15

Roger- Numbers: 5, 5b, 9, 10, 10a, 15a

Chris- Numbers 8, 8a, 21

List of Councillors


Mike Smith – Chairman
msmith63@outlook.com
Telephone: 07768 694529

Roger Watts – Vice Chair
roger.watts@tridentbc.com
Telephone: 01494 773334

Mark Broschomb- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
m.broschomb@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01442 879971

Jennie Cahill – Councillor (Ashley Green)
jennie.cahill@icloud.com
Telephone: 07894293905

Geoff Cullingham- Councillor (Ashley Green)
geoffcullingham@gmail.com
Telephone: 07768 927789

Rodney Tucker- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
rodtucker@sky.com
Telephone: 07881906777

Chris Woodhouse- Councillor (Ashley Green)
chriswoodhouse@live.co.uk
Telephone: 07775 821314

Nick Southworth- (County Councillor)
Nick.Southworth@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Nicky Buckle- Parish Clerk
Ashleygreen.clerk@gmail.com 
Telephone: 07815 957311

Alby Russell- Parish Warden
Heritage_landscapes@btconnect.com


