MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10TH JANUARY 2024
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL ASHLEY GREEN
PRESENT: 
Councillors: Smith (Chairman) (MS), Councillor Broschomb (MB), Woodhouse (CW), Cullingham (GC), Councillor Cahill (JC), Councillor Tucker (RT)

Clerk: 	Nicky Buckle
Warden: Lee Jaycock

APOLOGIES:, Watts (Vice Chairman)

Meeting Started at 7.30PM


	24.01.01 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.	

24.01.02 Questions and comments from the public
None

24.01.03 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
None

24.01.04 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting from November were agreed by the Council and were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

24.01.05 Finance and Official Business

24.01.06.1 Current Finance

	
	
	ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

	
	
	
	

	
	
	CLERK RFO REPORT January 2024

	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank
	
	£16,399.07

	Payments to be approved at meeting
	£185.44

	Net Balance
	
	£16,213.63

	Fixed Term Account
	
	£12,626.47

	Playground Account
	
	£0.01

	Petty cash
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	£28,840.11

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Payments since 7th November 23
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	To
	Detail
	

	07/11/23
	Ashridge Trees
	Whelply Hill tree replacement
	£53.97

	09/11/23
	N Buckle
	Salary
	£646.17

	16/11/23
	L Jaycock
	Salary
	£169.08

	20/11/23
	N Power
	Street lights
	£83.53

	28/11/23
	ICO
	Data protection fee
	£35.00

	05/12/23
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	£868.00

	05/12/23
	Function 21
	Website
	£12.00

	05/12/23
	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit fees
	£252.00

	11/12/23
	N Buckle
	Back dated salary (April 23)
	£1,036.23

	12/12/23
	HMRC
	Fees
	£34.81

	19/12/23
	N Power
	Street lights
	£96.65

	
	
	
	£3,190.79

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Receipts since Last Meeting
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	From
	Detail
	

	08/01/24
	R Barnes
	Allotment rental
	£40.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£40.00

	
	
	
	

	Cheques to be signed at meeting/ Online approval
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	
	
	

	
	L Jaycock
	Warden work
	185.44

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£185.44

	
	
	
	



The Clerk provided a verbal update on the accounts.

24.01.06.2 Precept 2024

The Clerk provided a proposed budget for 2024-25. This was discussed and agreed by the councillors. The precept for Ashley Green Parish Council for 2024-2025 will be £22,000.

24.01.07 Countryside

24.01.07.1 Update

The countryside is generally in a good state. Issues of trees falling in the recent windy weather was raised but it was noted that all the trees that have fallen were not within the parish councils remit.


24.01.07.2 Grass Cutting

The clerk provided a quote from the current grass cutting contractor (Countrywide Grounds Maintenance) and it was agreed to renew the contract with them for another year.

24.01.07.3 Footpaths

Councillor Cullingham agreed to cut back the entrance of footpath 15a with the warden. It was noted that a number of trees had fallen on footpaths outside the parish boundary.

24.01.08 Highways

24.01.08.1 Highways

It was noted that traffic down Two Dells Lane had increased dramatically due to the water works which are taking place on Chesham Road. Two Dells Lane has a number of pot holes which require attention and there is concern that the state of the road will only worsen over winter with the increased traffic.

Additionally it was noted that there were either bad pot holes or a failing road surface in the following locations; Village Road outside Bury Farm, along Grove Lane, on Two Dells Lane by the entrance to Chesham Prep School, White Hill by Kenmoor Farm. The clerk will raise all of these with the highways team.

24.01.08.2 Footways

It was raised that work was still required on the footway down Two Dells Lane.


24.01.09 Planning

The following applications were considered by the planning committee but no comments were required.

PL/23/3890/FA - 37 Snowhill Cottages Ashley Green
PL/23/3396/FA - Land Adjoining Hemmingsway Village Road Whelpley Hill
PL/23/3419/FA - 2 Village Road Whelpley Hill 
PL/23/3910/FA - 3 Grove Farm Cottages Grove Lane 
PL/23/3831/EU - Hog Lane House 3 Hog Lane Farm Hog Lane

The clerk provided a breakdown of all the planning applications received in 2023. These can be found at the end of the minutes. 

It was raised by councillor Tucker that there were concerns regarding the works occurring in the historic graveyard of the old church in Whelpley Hill. The clerk will raise this with the planning team.


24.01.10 Village Matters

(24.01.10.1) Parish Items and Update

Street Lights

Councillor Cullingham provided an update on the streetlight upgrade. 

It was agreed that if required the Parish Council would pay the additional costs required to get the lights installed. The clerk will contact Consillio.

(24.01.10.2) Wardens Report 

The warden provided a verbal report. 

It was agreed that in addition to his weekly duties the warden would undertake the following work; replace the plaque by the Whelpley Hill tree, fix the dog fouling sign to the playground fencing, tighten the bolts on the climbing wall in the playground.

The clerk will send the warden the above list along with the codes for the defibrillator cabinets.

(24.01.10.3) Ashley Green 

Allotments

The clerk confirmed that all allotment renewal letters had been sent out and that all plots were now taken. There is currently a wait list for allotment plots as there has been an influx in demand.

Sewage Works

Concerns were raised about the state of the sewage works in the village. It was noted that a resident had been in touch with Thames Water as tankers have been arriving at the site every 2 hours day and night for the last few months. The resident has been informed by Thames Water that there is an issue with the site which needs to be resolved and as such the sewage is being removed by tankers. The clerk will contact Thames Water to see what can be done to expedite this and to ensure that there is no risk to health of the parishioners.


(24.01.10.4) Whelpley Hill
	
Councillor Tucker confirmed that he has attended a meeting that evening about the Coronation Hall. He confirmed that a new committee had been set up and that the village had a good intent to make it viable. It was agreed that councillor Tucker would liaise with the lettings officer for Ashley Green. 

24.01.11 Outdoor Wellness Facility

It was agreed that councillor Broschomb would look at the slats on the wooden bridge.

Councillors Broschomb and Woodhouse would work on completing the OM manual.


24.01.12 Community Board and Village Forum

Councillors Smith and  Cahill will attend the next meetings taking place in the coming weeks.

24.01.13 Other Business

Broadband

It was noted that the road disruption currently caused by the water works is disrupting the ability to close the road to undertake the broadband works. 

It was requested that all residents continue to fill in their post code on the below website:

https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/fibre-community-partnership 

Parish Litter Pick

It was proposed that the dates for the litter pick would be 16th and 23rd of March in the afternoon. 

24.01.14 Items for next meeting

None 



Date and venue of the next meeting, 13th March, Venue  The Old School, Ashley Green

	 








Budget 2023-24 (all in £)
	Clerk Wages
	
	
	7000

	Clerk Home Working
	
	
	500

	Parish Warden
	
	
	1500

	Payroll Services
	
	
	120

	
	
	
	

	Electricity- streetlights
	
	
	1500

	Maintenance- street lights
	
	
	450

	
	
	
	

	War Memorial Treatment
	
	
	100

	
	
	
	

	Insurance
	
	
	1500

	
	
	
	

	Stationery/courses
	
	
	350

	
	
	
	

	Hall Hire
	
	
	120

	
	
	
	

	Website
	
	
	144

	
	
	
	

	Data Protection
	
	
	35

	
	
	
	

	Playground- equipment repairs
	
	
	1000

	Playground Inspection
	
	
	100

	Tools and equipment
	(From Reserves)
	
	1500

	
	
	
	

	Dog Waste
	
	
	900

	
	
	
	

	Audit Fee
	
	
	250

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Community Projects and Maintenance
	
	
	2500

	New Street Lighting
	
	
	2500

	
	
	
	

	Donations
	AGGNG
	
	250

	Ashley Green
	AGDCA
	
	250

	Coronation Hall
	
	
	250

	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	
	330

	
	
	
	

	Allotments
	
	
	250

	
	
	
	

	Grass Cutting
	
	
	8000

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	29899

	
	
	
	


Ashley Green Parish Council
Meeting Dates 2024
January 10th
March 23th
May 22nd
July 10th
September 11th
November 13th


Wardens Duties
Weekly:
· Check the defibrillators battery in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill
· Clear the bus stops and well house of any rubbish
· Complete a visual check of the roads around the parish and report any fly tipping, damages signage, potholes or other defects
Weekly Playground Check
· Visually inspect each piece of equipment for any defects or breakages and either repair or report to the Clerk
· Clear any leaves
· Clear any rubbish
· Report if the bins are full and need an additional empty from Buckinghamshire Council
Ad-hoc duties
· Clear any minor footpath issues
· Clearing around and cleaning of the village gate




2023 Planning Applications Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill



	Application Number
	PC Decision
	Buckinghamshire Decision

	PL/23/2479/FA - Land Off Hog Lane 

	Objection
	No decision yet

	PL/23/1885/FA - 2 Sunnyside Cottages Two Dells Lane
	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/23/2464/FA - Hebuterne House Chesham Road
	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/23/2446/FA - Thorne Barton Hall Chesham Road
	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/23/2027/EU - Primrose Place Hog Lane
	No objection
	No decision yet

	PL/23/1885/FA - 2 Sunnyside Cottages Two Dells Lane
	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/23/1592/FA - Old Farm Cottage The Old Farm Hog Lane

	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/23/1030/FA - Traps Meadow,Village Road
	No objection
	No decision yet

	PL/23/0854/FA - The Stable Barn Chesham Road

	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/23/0275/FA One Post Office Cottages, Chesham Road

	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/23/0181/EU - Builders Storage Yard
	No objection
	No decision yet

	PL/23/0207/FA - Hohturli Village Road

	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/22/3410/FA - Johns Lane Farm Johns Lane

	Supports
	Conditional Permission

	PL/22/4079/EU - Shalimar Village Road 

	No objection
	Cert of Law - existing use - granted

	PL/22/3980/FA - New Hemmings Village Road 

	No objection
	Conditional Permission

	PL/22/3692/FA - The Cabin Little Grove

	Objection
	No decision yet



List of Councillors


Mike Smith – Chairman
msmith63@outlook.com
Telephone: 07768 694529

Roger Watts – Vice Chair
roger.watts@tridentbc.com
Telephone: 01494 773334

Mark Broschomb- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
m.broschomb@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01442 878166

Jennie Cahill – Councillor (Ashley Green)
jennie.cahill@icloud.com
Telephone: 07894293905

Geoff Cullingham- Councillor (Ashley Green)
geoffcullingham@gmail.com
Telephone: 07768 927789

Rodney Tucker- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
rodtucker@sky.com
Telephone: 07881906777

Chris Woodhouse- Councillor (Ashley Green)
chriswoodhouse@live.co.uk
Telephone: 07775 821314

Nick Southworth- (County Councillor)
Nick.Southworth@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Lee Jaycock – Parish Warden
l.jaycock@yahoo.co.uk

Telephone: 07724 317632

Nicky Buckle- Parish Clerk
Ashleygreen.clerk@gmail.com 
Telephone: 07815 957311
