Ashley Green Parish Council
Annual Parish Assembly 22 May 2024
Chairman’s Report for the year 2023-24
Ladies and Gentlemen, I present my report for the year to 31 March 2024, my seventh as Chairman of AGPC.
The Parish Council.
During the year the Parish Council has been meeting as normal, including holding two of our meetings in Whelpley Hill.
During the year, former Councillor Rod Tucker expressed interest in rejoining the Council, and he was duly co-opted. We therefore once again have our full complement of seven Councillors.
Finance
After last year’s overrun, this year we have ended up in surplus, mainly because we have not undertaken any new large projects. Also we have not received any requests for donations from local causes which we usually support. However, other costs continue to rise and in the expectation of matters returning to normal we have requested a small increase in the precept to £22000 for 2024-25.
The table below shows how our finances have worked out for 2023-24. 
	



	Budget
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Budgeted (£)
	Spent (£)
	
	plus/minus (£)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages
	
	7000.00
	8274.12
	
	-774.12 
	

	
	Clerk Home Working
	500.00
	500.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Parish Warden
	
	1,500.00
	1,391.82
	
	108.18
	

	
	Payroll Services
	
	120.00
	120.00
	
	         0.00
	

	
	Electricity - streetlights
	
	1500.00
	854.27
	
	           645.73
	

	
	Maintenance - streetlights
	
	450.00
	928.80
	
	-478.80
	

	
	New Street Lighting
	
	
	2500.00
	2150.00
	
	      340.00
	

	
	War Memorial Treatment
	100.00
	0.00
	
	100.00 
	

	
	Insurance
	
	1500.00
	1,589.45
	
	-89.45
	

	
	Stationery/courses
	350.00
	350.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Hall Hire
	
	
	120.00
	0.00
	
	120.00 
	

	
	Website
	
	
	144.00
	144.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Data Protection
	
	35.00
	35.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Playground equipment repairs
	
	1000.00
	541.80
	
	458.20 
	

	
	Playground Inspection
	100.00
	163.80
	
	-63.80 
	

	
	Tools and equipment
	
	
	       1500.00  
	0.00
	
	 1500.00
	

	
	Dog Waste and Litter
	900.00
	466.40
	
	433.60 
	

	
	Audit Fee
	
	250.00
	252.00
	
	-2.00 
	

	
	Community Projects and Maintenance
	2500.00
	180.00
	
	2320 
	

	
	Donations
	AGGNG
	250.00
	0.00
	
	250.00 
	

	
	Ashley Green
	AGDCA
	
	250.00
	0.00
	
	250.00 
	

	
	Coronation Hall
	
	250.00
	0.00
	
	250.00 
	

	
	Subscriptions
	
	330.00
	336.98
	
	-8.98 
	

	
	Allotments
	
	250.00
	0.00
	
	250.00 
	

	
	Grass Cutting
	
	8000.00
	10416.00
	
	-2416.88 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	29899
	28206
	
	1692.56
	



Highways and Footpaths
We continue to exert pressure on Buckinghamshire Council to improve our highways, footpaths and bridleways.
Footpaths have been extremely muddy as a result of the wet spring, and are only now drying out. We are continuing to deal with obstructions caused by fallen trees and overgrown vegetation.
We have been successful in achieving several repairs and improvements to footpaths. More work has been done on the roads, but they still require attention. Additional work has been carried out along the length of Two Dells Lane, but this again needs more attention.
Cllrs Cullingham and Woodhouse, together with some volunteer residents, have been continuing to carry out a Community Speedwatch, monitoring traffic speeds through the village. This had to be paused during the winter and spring due to the bad weather and unavailability of some volunteers but will be resuming shortly.
Planning Report
Over the last twelve months there has been very little planning activity in the Parish. There have been only 21 applications for consent made, and of those the Parish Council has found it appropriate to comment on only four to Buckinghamshire Council.
It continues to be the case that planning applications have been restricted largely to alterations and extensions to existing homes because Buckinghamshire Council are not considering any applications for new house building in this area. This is because the arrangements to deal with the Beechwoods Special Area of Conservation have not yet been resolved. This is a Zone extending 12.6 kilometres from Ashridge common and woods. It is understood that financial arrangements have now been agreed in other affected planning regions.
There are no current major schemes pending so far as we are aware. It can be anticipated, however, that there will be many applications made when the Beechwoods Special Area matter is resolved.
There have been only two matters of contention. The first was an application to place two residential caravans and day rooms on a plot of land in Hog Lane. This caused significant disquiet in the Parish and attracted more than 120 objections. The second matter was similar although not strictly a planning matter. This was an application to have a Caravan Club site on a large field South of Hemmings Farm on Grove Lane in Whelpley Hill. Again, this gave rise to significant concerns. The Parish Council was asked to raise the matter with the Caravan Club, and it is understood that a large number of Parishioners also raised their concern. The Caravan Club are not progressing the application.
Responsibility for the creation of a new Area Plan is now with Buckinghamshire Council. Progress appears to be very slow.  The absence of an Area Plan does leave small Parish Councils like Ashley Green vulnerable as targets for speculative development. The Parish Council is considering the creation of its own Area Plan so that the concerns of residents can be properly represented. 
 




Village Matters

The Outdoor Wellness Facility and the adjacent café have continued to go from strength to strength, being popular both with local residents and visitors from further afield. The Parish Council is continuing regular inspections and to perform minor maintenance activities.
We are working on the Operations and Maintenance Manual for the Outdoor Wellness Facility and the Glebe Café and are hoping to complete this and have this in place by the end of the Summer. This will simplify future maintenance.
One of the commemorative oak trees that we planted in Whelpley Hill has died, and was later found to have been vandalised. It has now been replaced. Also in Whelpley Hill, several of our Councillors were able to assist in the discussions which led to the setting up of a new committee to run the Coronation Hall.
The work to replace our street lights with new LED models is now almost complete. The solar powered light near the bus shelter in Ashley Green has been replaced, having been damaged by a vehicle.
Cllr Cahill has again organised litter picks both in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill in March and April as part of the Great British Spring Clean. Both events were well attended, especially the Ashley Green event and more bags of rubbish collected than in previous years. 
We have continued to pursue the eventual installation of full fibre broadband in the village of Ashley Green. This has been delayed again for various reasons but the significant roadworks that are and have been carried out on the Chesham Road, by Affinity Water have been a significant factor. Openreach have been installing the cables in the village in recent weeks and another road closure may be on the way. We have been informed by Bucks Council that the funding from Project Gigabit has been awarded to City Fibre who will be responsible for installing FTTP in Buckinghamshire. We are more hopeful than we have ever been that the installation of FTTP will happen this year. 
Cllr Watts and I have continued to attend the Buckinghamshire Council’s Community Board and Villages Forum, with additional help from Cllr Cahill.
As usual I would like to thank our Parish Clerk, Nicky Buckle, for her hard work on our behalf throughout the year.
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