MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 18th JANUARY 2023
AT THE OLD SCHOOL ASHLEY GREEN
PRESENT: 
Councillors: Smith (Chairman) (MS), Watts (Vice Chairman) (RW), Broschomb (MB), Woodhouse (CW), Cullingham (GC), Councillor Cahill (JC)

Clerk: 	Nicky Buckle
Warden: Lee Jaycock

APOLOGIES: Southworth (NS),

Meeting Started at 7.45PM


	23.01.01 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting. It was raised that the meeting had to be relocated to Ashley Green from the stated Coronation Hall in Whelpley Hill due to access issues. 	

23.01.02 Questions and comments from the public
None

23.01.03 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
None

23.01.04 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting from November were agreed by the Council and were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

23.01.05 Finance and Official Business

23.01.05.1 Current Finance

	
	
	CLERK RFO REPORT JANUARY 23

	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank
	
	£14,667.94

	Payments to be approved at meeting
	£299.30

	Net Balance
	
	£14,368.64

	Fixed Term Account
	
	£12,521.69

	Playground Account
	
	£0.01

	Petty cash
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	£26,890.34

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Payments since 15th November 22
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	To
	Detail
	

	17/11/23
	N Power
	Street Lights
	£56.01

	23/11/23
	L Jaycock
	Warden
	£162.26

	23/11/23
	G Cullingham
	Signage
	£64.85

	28/11/23
	ICO
	Data Protection
	£35.00

	28/11/23
	Buckinghamshire
	Dog Waste
	£404.71

	28/11/23
	AGDCA
	Container
	£11.00

	28/11/23
	DM Payroll
	Payroll
	£60.00

	09/12/22
	RBL Poppy
	Wreaths
	£20.00

	06/12/22
	Function 21
	Website
	£12.00

	06/12/22
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	£781.99

	09/12/22
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£982.41

	19/12/22
	N Power
	Street Lights
	£18.20

	09/01/23
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	£781.99

	09/01/23
	Function 21
	Website
	£12.00

	10/01/23
	George Browns
	Tools
	£1,675.69

	10/01/23
	N Buckle
	Clerk
	£646.17

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£5,724.28

	Receipts since Last Meeting
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	From
	Detail
	

	29/12/22
	Bucks
	Grass reimbursement
	£2,345.97

	10/01/23
	AGPC Savings
	Transfer from savings account
	£1,675.69

	
	
	
	£4,021.66

	
	
	
	

	Cheques to be signed at meeting/ Online approval
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	
	
	

	01/12/22
	G Cullingham
	Glebe signage
	77.18

	11/01/23
	L Jaycock
	Warden
	£222.12

	
	
	
	£299.30



The Clerk provided a verbal update on the accounts.

23.01.05.2 Precept and Budget 2023

The proposed budget was signed off by all councillors. The budget for 2023 can be found at the end of these minutes. It was agreed that the precept should be increased to cover the rising costs currently being experienced by the council. The precept amount for 2023-24 was agreed to be £21,000.

23.01.06 Countryside

23.01.06.1 Update

The countryside is generally in a good state. The public are urged to report any footpath issues to the Clerk. Th 

23.01.06.2 Grass Cutting

The Clerk provided quotes from two contractors for the cutting of the grass within the parish for 2023. It was agreed to remain with the current contractor ‘Countrywide’ who currently do a very good job and who were also the cheaper option.


23.01.06.3 Footpaths

The Councillors will continue to walk their footpaths and report any defects to the clerk.

23.01.07 Highways

23.01.07.1 Highways

The councillors agreed that the roads within the parish were in a mixed state. The drainage works along Hog Lane continue to work and there have been no issues. There are large issues however on other roads. Two Dells Lane by Chesham Prep School has numerous potholes as the resurfacing works did not continue to the end of the road. 

Councillor Broschomb raised that there continue to be areas of manorial waste around the parish which are vastly overgrown, in particular at the junction of Two Dells Lane and Chesham Road. The Clerk will request that Highways clear these areas.

A parishioner had contacted the clerk regarding state of the corner of Orchard Leigh opposite Chesham Prep school. It was requested that the Clerk would contact Highways to request the gullies were cleared to prevent flooding. This is also required in multiple other areas around the parish. Councillor Cahill will contact Chesham Prep School to request that they urge parents not to park on Orchard Leigh which exacerbates the problem. The Clerk will also contact the resident to explain that this area is covered by Chesham Town Council.

23.01.07.2 Footways

It was noted that the footway along Two Dells Lane still required work.

23.01.08 Planning

Applications considered:
                      
                  PL/22/3410/FA- Johns Lane Farm Johns Lane
                  PL/22/4079/EU – Shalimar Village Road
                  PL/22/3980/FA- New Hemmings Village Road
                  PL/22/3692/FA- The Cabin Little Grove
                
Responses to these applications can be found at the end of the minutes. 


23.01.09 Village Matters

(23.01.09.1) Parish Items and Update

Ponds

Councillor Cahill provided an update on the meeting that took place with David Stowe from Buckinghamshire Council. They have agreed to complete the works required in the coming weeks.

Storage container

The storage container is now fit for use. Councillor Cullingham will change the locks and provide the councillors with spare keys.


(23.01.09.2) Wardens Report 

The warden provided a verbal report. 

It was requested that the warden removes any redundant signage around the village. For urgent issues the warden can be contacted on 07724 317632

It was agreed that the clerk would purchase a spare set of noticeboard keys for the wardens use.

(23.01.09.3) Ashley Green 

Allotments

Councillor Smith raised that there was a large tree at the entrance of the allotments which required cutting back. The clerk will look to get quotes for the completion of this work.

Bins

The clerk confirmed that all the Buckinghamshire Council owned bins within Ashley Green had been replaced with new and larger bins. The council would like to thank Councillor Southworth for his help in achieving this upgrade.

It was also noted that the dog waste bin by the Glebe had broken and been replaced with a new bin.

Streetlights

The Clerk raised that a number of streetlights within the parish had required new bulbs recently. The contractor confirmed that the reason for this is that the weatherproof seals of the units were failing. The clerk will request a quote for replacing all the lantern heads.

(23.01.09) Whelpley Hill
	
The council remains aware of the impact of the filming activities in Whelpley Hill. Residents are urged to report any issues associated with these activities to the Clerk.

23.01.10 Outdoor Wellness Facility

In the coming weeks the warden will start blowing the leaves and any debris off the playground surface once a week. Litter should also be cleared weekly.

23.01.11 Community Board and Village Forum

Councillor Watts attended the village forum and provided a verbal update. Councillor Smith will attend the Community board which is scheduled for the coming week.

23.01.12 Other Business

The councillors discussed Bovingdon’s Local Plan and Buckinghamshire’s Local Plan- request for evidence. The clerk will respond to both parties as required.

23.01.13 Items for next meeting

None 



Date and venue of the next meeting 8th March 2023, Venue The Old School, Ashley Green at 7.30pm.

	 









Budget 2023-24 (all in £)
	Clerk Wages
	
	
	7000

	Clerk Home Working
	
	
	500

	Parish Warden
	
	
	1500

	Payroll Services
	
	
	120

	
	
	
	

	Electricity- streetlights
	
	
	1500

	Maintenance- street lights
	
	
	450

	
	
	
	

	War Memorial Treatment
	
	
	100

	
	
	
	

	Insurance
	
	
	1500

	
	
	
	

	Stationery/courses
	
	
	350

	
	
	
	

	Hall Hire
	
	
	120

	
	
	
	

	Website
	
	
	144

	
	
	
	

	Data Protection
	
	
	35

	
	
	
	

	Playground- equipment repairs
	
	
	1000

	Playground Inspection
	
	
	100

	Tools and equipment
	(From Reserves)
	
	1500

	
	
	
	

	Dog Waste
	
	
	900

	
	
	
	

	Audit Fee
	
	
	250

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Community Projects and Maintenance
	
	
	2500

	New Street Lighting
	
	
	2500

	
	
	
	

	Donations
	AGGNG
	
	250

	Ashley Green
	AGDCA
	
	250

	Coronation Hall
	
	
	250

	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	
	330

	
	
	
	

	Allotments
	
	
	250

	
	
	
	

	Grass Cutting
	
	
	8000

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	29899

	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	
	21000

	
	
	
	

	Allotments
	
	
	240

	
	
	
	

	Grass cutting is claimed back from Buckinghamshire
	
	8000

	
	
	
	

	HMRC VAT
	
	
	1500

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	30740




Planning Comments

The councillors decided that no comments were required for the following applications:

                                        
                  PL/22/3410/FA- Johns Lane Farm Johns Lane
                  PL/22/4079/EU – Shalimar Village Road
                  PL/22/3980/FA- New Hemmings Village Road
                  PL/22/3692/FA- The Cabin Little Grove


Ashley Green Parish Council Meeting Dates 2023
March 8th
May 10th
July 12th
September 13th
November 8th 




Wardens Duties
Weekly:
· Check the defibrillators battery in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill
· Clear the bus stops and well house of any rubbish
· Complete a visual check of the roads around the parish and report any fly tipping, damages signage, potholes or other defects
Weekly Playground Check
· Visually inspect each piece of equipment for any defects or breakages and either repair or report to the Clerk
· Clear any leaves
· Clear any rubbish
· Report if the bins are full and need an additional empty from Buckinghamshire Council
Ad-hoc duties
· Clear any minor footpath issues
· Clearing around and cleaning of the village gates


List of Councillors


Mike Smith – Chairman
msmith63@outlook.com
Telephone: 07768 694529

Roger Watts – Vice Chair
roger.watts@tridentbc.com
Telephone: 01494 773334

Mark Broschomb- Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
m.broschomb@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01442 878166

Jennie Cahill – Councillor (Whelpley Hill)
jennie.cahill@icloud.com
Telephone: 07894293905

Chris Woodhouse- Councillor (Ashley Green)
chriswoodhouse@live.co.uk
Telephone: 07775 821314

Geoff Cullingham- Councillor (Ashley Green)
geoffcullingham@gmail.com
Telephone: 07768 927789

Nick Southworth- (County Councillor)
Nick.Southworth@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Lee Jaycock – Parish Warden
l.jaycock@yahoo.co.uk
Telephone: 07724 317632

Nicky Buckle- Parish Clerk
Ashleygreen.clerk@gmail.com 
Telephone: 07815 957311

