Annual Parish Meeting

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 25th  MAY 2022 AT THE OLD SCHOOL ASHLEY GREEN

1. Chairman’s Introduction to the Meeting and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting
2. Chairman’s Report on the Year 2021/2022
The Chairman presented his Chairman’s Report (attached below)
3. Reports from local groups
None
4. For electors of this Parish to raise any issues relating to the local Community
None


Ashley Green Parish Council
Annual Parish Assembly 20 May 2021
Chairman’s Report for the year 2020-21
Ladies and Gentlemen, I present my report for the year to 31 March 2021, my fourth as Chairman of AGPC.
The Parish Council.
This has been another unusual year. Due to the Covid 19 restrictions, all meetings of the Parish Council have had to be online. However, despite this all the scheduled meetings, and the business of the Council, continued as usual. As a result of the restrictions, payments of Allotment charges were postponed until July.
The number of vacancies on the Council has increased to three, as Jeff Trickett has resigned as a Councillor. We are most grateful for Jeff’s service to the Council and to the people of Ashley Green, over many years. We are hoping to appoint one or more additional Councillors in the near future.
Finance
The precept for 2021-22 is £19000, up £500 from last year.
The table below shows how our finances have worked out for 2020-21.
	
	
	
	
	
	Budgeted
	Spent
	
	plus/minus
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages
	
	
	6,285.00
	5,876.08
	
	408.92 
	

	
	Clerk Home Working
	
	500.00
	500.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Parish Warden
	
	
	1,352.00
	1,033.07
	
	318.93 
	

	
	Payroll Services
	
	
	72.00
	75.00
	
	-3.00 
	

	
	Electricity
	
	
	480.00
	473.95
	
	6.05 
	

	
	Maintenance
	
	
	390.00
	390.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	War Memorial Treatment
	
	500.00
	0.00
	
	500.00 
	

	
	Insurance
	
	
	980.00
	1,075.47
	
	-95.47 
	

	
	Stationery/courses
	
	300.00
	105.48
	
	194.52 
	

	
	Hall Hire
	
	
	
	60.00
	0.00
	
	60.00 
	

	
	Website
	
	
	
	144.00
	144.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Data Protection
	
	
	30.00
	35.00
	
	-5.00 
	

	
	Playground
	
	
	3,000.00
	3,000.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Playground Inspection
	
	80.00
	82.20
	
	-2.20 
	

	
	Dog Waste and Litter
	
	900.00
	442.11
	
	457.89 
	

	
	Audit Fee
	
	
	200.00
	455.00
	
	-255.00 
	

	
	Footpath Maintenance
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Community Projects
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Donations
	AGGNG
	
	250.00
	0.00
	
	250.00 
	

	
	Ashley Green
	AGDCA
	
	
	250.00
	0.00
	
	250.00 
	

	
	Coronation Hall
	
	
	250.00
	250.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Subscriptions
	
	
	330.00
	352.51
	
	-22.51 
	

	
	Allotments
	
	
	250.00
	1,740.00
	
	-1,490.00 
	

	
	Pond Clearance
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	0.00 
	

	
	Grass Cutting
	
	
	6,000.00
	5,836.32
	
	163.68 
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	22,603.00
	21,866.19
	
	736.81 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Highways and Footpaths
We continue to exert pressure on Buckinghamshire County Council to improve our highways, footpaths and bridleways
Most of the issues that we reported concerning footpaths and bridleways, including gates and stiles. have been dealt with, though a few remain outstanding. We suffered extremely wet conditions in early 2021, though the work that we had done on the path past the sewage works has certainly improved that one.
Similarly on the roads some work has been done. The large pool of water on Hog Lane has received more attention, though the issue is still not fully resolved. The gully on Two Dells Lane, opposite the church has been repaired, though nearby the road surface is still poor. In fact, the entire length of Two Dells Lane is now giving cause for concern.
Planning
In the past 12 months there has been no particular change in the volume of planning applications considered by the Parish Council. However, the Parish has suffered from attack by speculative developers seeking to benefit from the lack of an up-to-date Local Development Plan.
The draft combined plan for Chiltern and South Bucks has been dropped. It is now for the new Buckinghamshire Council to develop a more comprehensive and larger plan.
We have considered over 30 applications in the year; of these 7 merited the Council registering concern with the planning authority.
However, of those, four schemes were of particular concern to parishioners and merited detailed objection submissions.
An application has been lodged for the construction of 33 affordable homes on land off Hog Lane. This is on land behind the Golden Eagle public house and behind the larger village houses along Hog Lane. This proposed development is wholly inappropriate on many grounds, not least the fact that there is no proven need for a large number of affordable homes and that in any event the houses would not be affordable. The application should fail on many other grounds not just relating to the inadequate access and services.
Similarly, an application was lodged for 42 houses squeezed on to a small plot of land at the entrance to the village of Whelpley Hill. As with the application mentioned above it is pleasing to note that in addition to the objections lodged by the Parish Council, large numbers of villagers registered their own detailed and valid objections.
An application was made to put a new house on the car park of the Golden Eagle public house. As might be imagined there was extremely heavy objection to this. In particular as the application would, in effect, severely effect the viability of our village pub which is undoubted one of the strategies of the current chain owners. During the course of the year we successfully applied to register the Golden Eagle as a Community Asset, so that any future sale will not progress until village concerns have been considered.
Finally, the Council and immediate neighbours believed the development of two houses at Grooms Lodge by a local development was intrusive over development and inappropriate. We have already been advised, however, that this application has been approved by Buckinghamshire Council.

The Parish Council was pleased to note the private sale of Thorne Barton Hall to a family, thus removing the threat of commercial development.

During the year certain concerns were raised over the sale of a piece of land on Chesham Road in front of Flamstead Farm. Fortunately it is believed this land has been sold to local interests who do not have adverse proposals.

Given the significant threats the Parish has faced, consideration is being given to the development of a neighbourhood plan. However, there are significant cost and time implications to this. Nevertheless, this should at least put a stop to the entirely inappropriate large-scale applications that the Parish has seen recently.
 



Village Matters
There continue to be issues regarding the very limited parking for residents of Snowhill Cottages. Unfortunately on this there is little that the Parish Council can do to assist, except to support if required the residents in their discussions with the Highway Authority, Buckinghamshire Council.
During the year various minor repairs, such as cleaning the white posts around the village green and trimming the trees around the Glebe and allotments have been undertaken. However, the major activity has been the planning for, and commencement of work on, the new Outdoor Wellness Facility and coffee shop adjacent to the Memorial Hall. This project is a joint venture between the Parish Council and the Community Association. The Parish Council secured a large grant from Chiltern District Council, and the Community Association has been instrumental in raising both donations and volunteer labour from residents. Planning permission was applied for, contractors appointed and work is currently underway.
Other Issues
The merger of the District and County Councils into the new Buckinghamshire Council has led to the replacement of the Local Area Forum by two new bodies, the Community Board and the Villages Forum. Cllr Watts and myself have continued to share the attendance at these.  The Community Board has inherited the role as a limited source of funding for local schemes and organisations. During the year we assisted a successful application by the Community Association, for funding needed to install wifi in the Old School and Memorial Hall. We also provided a small grant to the Whelpley Hill Coronation Hall for the same purpose.
As usual I would like to thank our Parish Clerk, Nicky Buckle, for her hard work on our behalf throughout the year.
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