MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 11th MARCH 2020 
AT THE OLD SCHOOL ASHLEY GREEN

PRESENT: 
Councillors: Smith (Chairman) (MS), Watts (Vice Chairman)(RW),Trickett (JT), Broschomb (MB), Woodhouse (CW)
Clerk: 	Nicky Buckle
Warden: John Hollylee

APOLOGIES:
Councillor Mark Shaw (MS), CDC Councillor: Andrew Garth (AG): 

Meeting Started at 7.30PM


	20.03.13 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting

20.03.14 Questions and comments from the public
None

20.03.15 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
None

20.03.16 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting from January were agreed by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

20.03.17 Finance and Official Business

20.03.17.1 Current Finance

	Balance at Bank
	
	
	£13,317.34

	Cheques to be signed at meeting
	
	£1,912.50

	Net Balance
	
	
	
	£11,404.84

	Fixed Term Account
	
	
	£15,179.06

	Playground Account
	
	
	£32,002.15

	Petty cash
	
	
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	
	£58,586.05

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Payments since 13th January 2020
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Cheque no.
	
	
	

	14/01/20
	1596
	J Hollylee
	
	£143.00

	14/01/20
	1597
	AGDCA
	
	£60.00

	14/01/20
	1598
	Function 28
	
	£12.00

	14/01/20
	1599
	N Buckle
	
	£518.34

	14/01/20
	1600
	Countrywide
	£885.00

	15/01/20
	1601
	H Woodley
	
	£1,334.53

	06/02/20
	DD
	Data Protection
	£35.00

	11/02/20
	DD
	Eon
	
	£40.25

	26/02/20
	1602
	N Buckle
	
	£518.34

	26/02/20
	1603
	Function 28
	
	£12.00

	26/02/20
	1604
	Countrywide
	£442.58

	
	
	
	
	£4,001.04

	Receipts since Last Meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	From
	
	
	

	06/01/20
	CDC
	
	
	£1,882.50

	15/01/20
	Chiltern Soc
	
	
	£30.00

	03/02/20
	CDC
	
	
	£885.00

	
	
	
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]£2,797.50

	
	
	
	
	

	Cheques to be signed at meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Cheque no.
	
	
	

	10/03/20
	1605
	Function 28
	
	£12.00

	10/03/20
	1606
	Countrywide
	£442.50

	10/03/20
	1607
	N Buckle
	
	£518.34

	10/03/20
	1608
	Ashley Green PC
	£6,000.00

	
	
	
	
	£6,972.84




20.03.17.2 Precept and Budget
The Clerk confirmed that they have requested to Chiltern District Council that  £18,500 to be set as the precept for the coming year.

20.03.18 Countryside

20.03.18.1 Update

20.03.18.2 Grass Cutting

The Clerk confirmed that grass cutting was due to start later that month. Councillor Watts confirmed the date for the village fair was 6th June. The Clerk will ensure that a cut and collect is booked for the week prior.

20.03.18.3 Footpaths

Councillor Broschomb stated that the footpaths were muddy at the moment but not over grown. It had been noted that local Duke of Edinburgh participants had started using some of the parish footpaths again this year. As the weather improves the councillors will be walking their designated footpaths.

20.03.19 Highways and LAF

20.03.19.1 Highways

It was discussed that the owner of a field along the A416 towards Thornbarton Hall had planted a row of laurel bush shrubs close to the road. Numerous residents of the village have raised their concerns to the Parish Clerk regarding this. The Parish Clerk has been in contact with Mark Shaw who has confirmed that the land owner has been spoken to and it has been requested that they be removed. As of the date of the meeting the bushes had not yet been removed despite the land owner having 1 month to do so. The Clerk raised this again with Mark Shaw and he will follow up.

Councillor Trickett informed everyone that having been in contact with the local highways team they confirmed that the gullies along theA416 are cleared annually and that smaller roads are cleared every 3 years. All councillors agreed that this was not nearly enough for the state of the roads in the village and would urge the highways team to reconsider this.

A number of councillors also raised that the state of both Hog Lane and Two Dells lane was currently dangerous. Two Dells Lane is covered in pot holes and heavy goods vehicles are still using it as a through road. Hog Lane is still dangerously flooded and there was an incident over the winter with a car crash due to the water on the road. Mark Shaw has confirmed that the team are due back on site in April.

20.03.20 Planning

A planning meeting was held on 11th March of which there was one item discussed.  Council resolved to comment as stated in the accompanying planning minutes appended.

20.03.21 Village Matters

(20.03.21.1) Parish Items and Update

Village Pond
It was agreed that any works on the village pond would coincide with the playground works.

Speed Camera
The warden would like to know when the speed camera in the village is due to be upgraded. The Clerk will follow up with Mark Shaw

Street Lights
Councillor Watts raised that the pavement by the village pub was very dark. In addition the pavement on the opposite side to the pub was dangerous as there are two large depressions which you can not see in the dark and often fill with water. The Clerk will raise this with Mark Shaw.

(20.03.20.2) Wardens Report 
The warden verbally provided his report for the last two months. This can be found at the end of these minutes. The Clerk will report that the sign on Hog Lane needs replacing.

(20.03.20.3) Ashley Green 

Councillor Trickett raised that there had been a motor home parked in the Memorial Hall car park for weeks which had not moved. As this land is managed by the Community Association the Clerk will raise this with them.

Allotments
The Warden confirmed that the allotments were in a good state. There are a number of large branches that will need to be removed. The warden will get 2 quotes for this work.

(20.03.20.4) Whelpley Hill

A resident has raised that there is an issue with parking on the grass verges on Saturdays in Whelpely Hill. As it is Chiltern district Council which own the land the Clerk will direct this query to David Stowe.

20.03.21 Outdoor Wellness Facility

Councillor Broschomb is to organise an initial meeting with the new committee to discuss next steps. It is proposed that the meeting should be on April1st.

20.03.22 Unitary Authority

Councillor Smith confirmed that Chiltern District Council is to be merged into the new Unitary Authority by 31st March.

20.03.23 Other Business

Elections

All Councillors completed the required forms to stand in the forthcoming election. The Clerk will deliver these when required.

Meeting finished at 21.05

Date and venue of the next meeting 20th May 2020,Venue The Old School, Ashley Green at 7.30pm



Ashley Green Parish Council Budget 20/21

	Budget Outgoing
	
	

	
	
	 

	Clerk Wages
	
	6,285.00

	Clerk Home Working
	
	500.00

	Parish Warden
	
	1,352.00

	Payroll Services
	
	72.00

	
	
	

	Electricity
	
	480.00

	Maintenance
	
	390.00

	War Memorial Treatment
	
	500.00

	Insurance
	
	980.00

	Stationery/courses
	
	300.00

	Hall Hire
	
	60.00

	Website
	
	144.00

	Data Protection
	
	30.00

	Playground
	
	3,000.00

	Playground Inspection
	
	80.00

	Dog Waste and Litter
	
	900.00

	Audit Fee
	
	200.00

	Footpath Maintenance
	
	0.00

	
	
	

	Donations
	AGGNG
	250.00

	Ashley Green
	AGDCA
	250.00

	Coronation Hall
	
	250.00

	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	330.00

	Allotments
	
	250.00

	Grass Cutting
	
	6,000.00

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	22,603.00



	INCOME
	
	

	
	
	

	Precept
	
	18,500.00

	Allotments
	
	240.00

	Grass cutting is claimed back from CDC      6,000.00
	

	HMRC VAT
	
	900.00
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	25,640.00
	






Ashley Green Parish Council
Planning Report March 11th   2020

New Applications Received:

	Number
	Location
	Comments from the Planning Committee

	PL/20/0536/FA
	Little Acre Farm, Chesham Road
	Ashley Green Parish Council would like to strongly object to the above planning application due to the following reasons:
· This application is a gross intensification of the land from a farm building to four dwellings. The Parish Council deem it a completely inappropriate development for an area of greenbelt and very out of character for the parish of Ashley Green.
· There is to be no environmental benefit from this application as it is nonsense to say that the site is a realistic walking distance to both Chesham town centre or Ashley Green. The documentation states that it would be a ‘flat walk’ which is grossly untrue as there is a large hill between Chesham and the site. Only car owners would be a realistic option for this site.
· The documents make reference to ‘Chesham Football Clubs new site’. This site has not been approved and is highly unlikely to be within the parish of Ashley Green.
· It would be detrimental to Ashley Green village which is used to the occasional farm building amongst the isolated houses but is not used to new housing estates.
· The comments made about hardstanding are misleading as they put too much weight on the importance of hardstanding in planning terms.
· The site is adjacent to the ANOB
· Access to the site would be from the A416 on a 60mph stretch. This stretch is already dangerous for the dwellings which are currently sited along it. Adding more joining traffic would make this road even more unsafe.
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Warden’s Report 17.1.020 to 3.3.020

Checked Defibrillators once a week in Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill  
28.01.20 Clean out wellhouse & bus shelters 
05.02.20 Clean parish council notice board outside school  
24.02.20 Re-concrete Hog Lane sign back into ground 
25.02.20 Clean out wellhouse & bus shelters.  Reported potholes and state of Two Dells Lane to Clerk along with flooding on Hog Lane.











