ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
		MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 26th SEPTEMBER 2018  AT THE OLD SCHOOL ASHLEY GREEN
	

	
PRESENT:  Councillors: Smith (Chairman) (MS), Watts (Vice Chairman)(RW), Hollylee (JH), Trickett (JT), Broschomb (MB), 
                    Clerk: Nicky Buckle

Members of the public: Mr and Mrs Godfrey
                    
APOLOGIES: County Councillor Mark Shaw (MSH),CDC Councillor: Andrew Garth (AG)
               

Meeting Started at 7.30                  
	

	
	Welcome

The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.
	ACTION BY

	2.

	Questions and comments from members of the public: 
Mr and Mrs Godfrey attended the meeting to discuss the possible placement of a new streetlamp on Chesham Road. They raised concerns about the new light being opposite their house. The concerns raised included possible light pollution to their property and safety concerns regarding its placement on the junction. It was agreed that the location of the lamppost could be amended and the light itself possibly shaded. The Clerk will contact the contractors to obtain a diagram of light path and a final decision made in due course.
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	3.
	Declaration of Interest in Matters to be discussed:   None

	

	4.
	Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising:

The minutes of the previous meeting from May were agreed by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record
	






	5. 

	Finance
	
	
	CLERK RFO REPORT
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank
	25th September
	£26,405.63

	Cheques to be signed at meeting
	
	£903.43

	Net Balance
	
	
	
	£25,502.20

	Fixed Term Account
	
	
	£11,169.76

	Petty cash
	
	
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	
	£36,671.96

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Payments since 25th July 2018
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cheque No
	Date
	
	
	

	1526
	04/07/18
	J Hollylee
	
	£156.00

	1527
	04/07/18
	J Hollylee
	
	£46.00

	1528
	31/07/18
	N Buckle Wages
	£504.30

	1529
	25/07/1/8
	Whelpley Hill Hall
	£250.00

	1531
	23/08/18
	J Rose
	
	£49.00

	1531
	31/08/18
	N Buckle Wages
	£504.30

	
	
	
	
	£553.30

	Receipts since Last Meeting
	
	

	
	24/09/18
	Precept
	
	£8,900.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Cheques to be signed at meeting
	
	

	Cheque No
	Date
	
	
	

	1532
	13/09/18
	SLCC
	
	£100

	1533
	13/09/18
	Chiltern Soc
	
	£30

	1534
	20/09/18
	J Hollylee
	
	£197

	1535
	20/09/18
	Ladywell Accounts
	£72

	1536
	20/09/18
	N Buckle Wages
	£504

	
	
	
	
	£903.43



	

	6.
	Countryside

(6.1) Councillors Watts and Broschomb raised that a water leak had been fixed on the green by the Old  Vicarage. A hydrant has also been replaced on Two Dells Lane. Councillor Broschomb raised that the green currently has a number of depressions on it. He proposed that these be filled in and reseeded. The Chairman approved the request, Councillor Broschomb will complete the works an provide the Parish Council with an invoice.


(6.2) Grass cutting has been completed over the summer. An invoice has now been received for works to date. This will be paid and reclaimed from CDC. Invoices should now be received monthly.

[bookmark: _GoBack](6.3) There has been concerns raised regarding the local footpaths, in particular footpath 7 which runs from Ashley Green to Whelpley Hill. This footpath is overgrown for excess of ½ mile. This is too much for the warden to clear and needs to be dealt with by BCC. The clerk will raise this to them. Councillor Broschomb raised that there was still a need to add plainings to footpath 7A to prevent it becoming boggy in the winter. Councillor Broschomb will provide a quote for this work. The Clerk will contact Mark Shaw to see if the cost of this can be covered by BCC.
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	7.
	Highways and LAF

(7.1) Councillors Trickett and Hollylee confirmed that potholes within Snowhill Cottages had been filled in. However the flooded area on Hog Lane is returning with the wet weather and there have also been issues with cars parking on the double yellow lines in Snowhill Cottages.

(7.2) Councillor Watts provided an update from the most recent LAF and meetings held on 20th September. The Clerk provided an update from the LRF meeting held on 25th September. It was noted that theft from motor vehicles had increased within the Parish, specifically on Johns Lane. The Clerk will ask David Harmer to send out a reminder to villagers to not leave items visible in cars. The Clerk will also ask the community safety team whether warning signs can be put up on Johns Lane.
	












	8.
	Planning

A Planning meeting was held on 23rd August. Objections were made to two applications. Further details can be found in the attached planning report which the Council resolved to adopt as the comments of the Council.  

	





	9.
	Village Matters

(9.1) Parish Items and update
(a) New Benches: The Clerk provided quotes for a new bench for the village green. The Councillors stated that they preferred a backless recycled plastic bench. Councillor Broschomb will take this proposal to the Community Association for discussion.  

(b) New Streetlamp. This was discussed at the beginning of the meeting with the local residents. It was also raised that two streetlights have bulbs which need replacing. The Clerk will contact Ford and McHugh to get these fixed.

(c) Defibrillators: The Clerk is waiting for feedback from local parishes regarding the process for installing defibrillators.

(d) Construction Vehicle Access: Concerns were raised regarding the increase of heavy construction vehicles using Two Dells Lane to access the A41. This is regarded by the Councillors as dangerous due to the lack of visibility and the narrow width of the road. The road is also becoming damaged from the heavy use. The Clerk will contact Mark Shaw to ask for the the best course of action to resolve this issue.

(9.2) Warden’s Report: The Parish Warden provided an update of the work completed since the last meeting. The Wardens report can be found at the end of the minutes.

(9.3) Ashley Green:.

(9.3.a) Allotments: Councillor Hollylee provided an update though stated there was currently very little to report.

(9.3.b) Playground: The Clerk confirmed that funding has been denied for new playground equipment. The Clerk will obtain a quote for a new swing set and flooring to bring to the next meeting.

(9.3.c) Broadband: The Clerk has chased Paul Hodson at BCC for an update on this but has not heard back. The Chairman will try and obtain an update on this

(9.4) Whelpley Hill: There is currently no councillor residing in Whelpley Hill. The Council will continue to look for an additional Councillor.
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	10.
	Other Business

(10.1) Clerks Maternity Cover: The Clerk will be taking maternity leave from 01/Nov- 31/Dec 2018. During these two months alternative cover needs to be put in place. The Clerk will contact the previous clerk to see if they would take this on. Failing that alternative cover will be sourced and will be in place for the next meeting.

(10.2.) Dial A Ride: The Clerk received a request for funding from this local charity which is used by many villagers. It was agreed that the Parish Council would donate £200 towards this.
	


	11.
	Items for next meeting
None

	






Meeting ended at 8.45

Date of Next Parish Council Meeting: 14th November at the Old School Ashley Green at 7.30pm













Ashley Green Parish Council
Planning Report September 26th 2018

New Applications Received:

	Number
	Comments from the Planning Committee

	PL/18/2761/FA
	Please see objection details below

	PL/18/2784/FA
	Objection due to overdevelopment for the road.

	PL/18/2557/FA
	No Comment 

	PL/18/2770/FA
	No Comment




Objection to Application PL/18/2761/FA Thorne Barton Hall
Ashley Green Parish Council would like to object to the application for change of use of Thorne Barton Hall. 
We are of the opinion that the business being proposed in the business plan is non- viable and unsustainable This is due to the scheme being primarily dominated by staff areas and support use. Apart from a bar and several dining/meeting areas, the only true leisure facilities are provided in the existing garage block and store over and not the main building. This in turn is likely to lead to additional new buildings and extensions being proposed within the greenbelt.
Furthermore:-
1. We feel that this development provides no benefit to the local community and would be damaging to the local village as it is not intended to be used by the local residents (evident from the number of parking spaces) but may also detract from the current local amenities including the Golden Eagle PH.
1. We feel that it will result in a detrimental effect on the local diverse community. The village already has comprehensive leisure and community facilities offered by The Memorial Hall and The Old School Buildings, managed by The Community Association. These facilities are affordable to all and these buildings offer all that this scheme offers, save for outdoor swimming and tennis.
1.  These existing Community facilities would be put at risk if this development were to be permitted.
1. There is concern over the parking facilities being proposed. As the number of support staff is stated as being 50+ there does not seem to be enough parking being proposed to cater for all the customers that those 50 staff would be serving. In addition to this it seems absurd to be building so many parking spaces on the edge of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
1. The area of the buildings is advertised at 9000ft2, equating to approximately 820m2. The plans indicate that approximately half of this area is devoted to offices, kitchens, stores, toilets and other support  areas. The “customer areas” equate therefore to only approximately 400m2, and with 50 support staff, this equates to 1 staff member every 8m2. The applicants have errored on the number of job opportunities and the functionality of the existing listed building spaces.
1. The Location Plan provided in the planning application is non-compliant as it does not provide any details of land boundaries and ownership.
1. There has been no mention within the business plan of the opening hours of the facility. This could mean serious disruption to local residents at unsociable hours.
1. We have concerns regarding the access to the facility from the highway. The current access is from a national 60mph speed limit road and is also positioned on a bend. Visibility at the current access point on the main road (both entering and exiting) is limited and could lead to sudden braking and potentially serious traffic collisions.


Wardens Report September 2018

4.7.018 Repaired post for dog bin nr school, dig out and re cement 
10.7.018 Clean out village well house of rubbish
12.7.018 Clear footpath Whelpley Hill  
17.7.018 Bus shelters and well house cleaned 
24.7.0`18 Cleaned seats in well house 
2.8.018 Strim around playground where needed and footpath nr gates on Chesham Rd. Strim around allotments 
5.8.018 Re-cement post nr grave yard and dig out Chesham Rd sign 
13.8.018 Clerk asked me to look at bus stop in Whelpley Hill as it had been graffitied, needs re painting 
16.8.018 Rubbish in well house cleaned out 
26.8.018 Report fridge dumped in lay by nr playing fiends 
30.8.018 Picked up mixed paint from Berkhamsted for bus shelter 
3.9.018 Re paint bus shelter Whelpley Hill where needed 
5.9.018 bus shelters well house cleaned out rubbish removed   problem with locks on gates. Checked well house again and cleared rubbish 
27.6.018 Checked Whelpley Hill and Ashley Green 



































Additional information for Parish Councillors



Footpath Owners

John- Numbers: 16, 7, 6, 7a, 7b, 17, 17a

Jeff- Numbers: 22, 4, 1, 3, 1A, 1B

Mark- Numbers: 2, 2b, 2d, 8, 8a, 21

Mike- Numbers: 2a, 12, 13, 15

Roger- Numbers: 5, 5b, 11, 9, 10, 10a, 15a


