MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 16th JANUARY 2019  AT THE OLD SCHOOL ASHLEY GREEN

PRESENT: 
Councillors:Smith (Chairman) (MS), Watts (Vice Chairman)(RW), Trickett (JT), Hollylee (JH) Broschomb (MB)
Clerk: 	Nicky Buckle

APOLOGIES:
County Councillor Mark Shaw (MSH),CDC Councillor: Andrew Garth (AG)

Meeting Started at 7.30PM


	18.1.1 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting

18.1.2 Questions and comments from the public
None

18.1.3 Declaration of interest in matters to be discussed
None

18.1.4 Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting from November were agreed by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

18.1.5 Finance and Official Business

Current Finance
	
	
	CLERK RFO REPORT
	15th January 2019

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance at Bank
	11th Jan
	
	£22,213.01

	Cheques to be signed at meeting
	
	£995.25

	Net Balance
	
	
	
	£21,217.76

	Fixed Term Account
	
	
	£11,171.60

	Petty cash
	
	
	
	£0.00

	CURRENT FUNDS
	
	
	£32,389.36



Payments since 15th November 2018

[image: ]

Next year’s budget and precept 
The budget for the 19/20 finance year was discussed. All aspects of the yearly budget were discussed and the full budget can be viewed as appendix 1. It was agreed that due to multiple planned improvement works in the village it was necessary to increase this year’s precept by £500. The Clerk will communicate the requested precept amount to CDC.

18.1.6 Countryside

Update

There was very little to update on the countryside currently as the weather has been milder and not caused damage like previous years.

Grass Cutting

The Clerk obtained quotes from two contractors to manage the parish grass cutting. It was agreed that our current contractor was doing an adequate job and should continue for 19/20 as the price remains the same.

18.1.7 Highways and LAF
Highways

Councillor Trickett raised that many of the trees which grow along the A416 overhang the road and are a danger to the cars below. He has contacted the forestry commission but they are unable to help at this time. He also contacted BCC and it appears that a number have been marked. It is hoped that these will be dealt with in due course.

It was noted that the improvement works to the pavement along the A416 between Hog Lane and the Golden Eagle PH had been completed. Councillor Broschomb stated that it would be good to get the other side of the road done. Councillors Trickett and Hollylee also raised that the pavements in Snowhill Cottages were also very uneven and needed work. The Clerk will raise these with Mark Shaw.

LAF

The Clerk informed the Councillors of the passing of PC Kevin Flint and condolences were given. The LAF and LRF may be impacted over the coming months.

18.1.8 Planning

A planning meeting was held on 16th January of which there were five items discussed.  Council resolved to comment as stated in the accompanying planning minutes appended.

18.1.9 Village Matters

New Benches

The Clerk confirmed that the new bench has been ordered and will be delivered when payment is received. Councillor Broschomb confirmed that delivery should be made to him and he will do the installation. The Clerk will contact him regarding the delivery.

New Streetlamps

The Clerk confirmed that David Stowe had given approval for the new streetlamp to be installed. The Clerk will liaise with Ford and McHugh on the installation. The Clerk also raised that Ford and McHugh had provided quotes for the maintenance going forward. Councillor Smith questioned why the price had not decreased. The Clerk will pick this up with the contractor.

Defibrillators

The Clerk provided information from London Hearts regarding installation of defibrillators. The Councillors all agreed that this seemed like the correct option. The Councillors asked for clarity to be provided around what electricity supply is needed and if they would do the installation. The Clerk will follow up with London Hearts to clarify.

Construction Vehicle Access

It was again discussed that the heavy vehicle use of Hog Lane was unsafe and causing degradation of the road. The Clerk confirmed that Mark Shaw was looking into what could be done. The Parish Council would like for the road to be restricted to vehicles of less than 7.5 tonnes. The Clerk will follow up with Mark Shaw

Wardens Report

The warden verbally provided his report for the last two months. This can be found at the end of these minutes. 

Allotments

It was agreed that the rental rates for the allotment holders would not change for the next year 19/20.

Playground

The Clerk is to obtain quotes from additional companies for replacing the swing set. Councillor Broschomb will arrange for the chippings to be replaced with recycled tyre chippings.

Broadband

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councillor Smith confirmed that he will keep on trying to press Openreach for improvement to the broadband service.

Whelpley Hill

The Clerk raised that the lady who runs Whelpley Hill Coronation Hall had been in touch to explain that they had spent a considerable amount on the upkeep of the hall over they last year. They requested an additional donation from the council. The Councillors agreed that an additional £250 could be provided to them.

18.1.10 Other Business

None

18.1.11 Items for next meeting

None

Meeting finished at 20.55

Date and venue of the next meeting 13th March 2019,Venue The Old School, Ashley Green at 7.30pm
















































Wardens Report January 2019

16.11.2018 Cleaned out bus shelters  and well house 
26.11.2018 Dug out bus stop sign near church and re-concrete into ground 
29.11.2018 Wellhouse cleanout 
6.12.2019 Drove around Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill to check things are ok 
3.1.2019 Picked up bag of rubbish dropped in Johns Lane










































Ashley Green Parish Council
Planning Report January 16th 2019

New Applications Received:

	Number
	Comments from the Planning Committee

	PL/18/4174/FA
	No Comment

	PL/18/3927/FA
	No Comment

	PL/18/4531/FA
	No Comment 

	PL/18/4733/FA
	No Comment



Objection to Application PL/19/0009/FA Thorne Barton Hall
Ashley Green Parish Council would like to object to the application for change of use of Thorne Barton Hall. 
We are of the opinion that the business being proposed in the business plan is non- viable and unsustainable This is due to the scheme being primarily dominated by staff areas and support use. Apart from a bar and several dining/meeting areas, the only true leisure facilities are provided in the existing garage block and store over and not the main building. This in turn is likely to lead to additional new buildings and extensions being proposed within the greenbelt.
Furthermore:-
1. We feel that this development provides no benefit to the local community and would be damaging to the local village as it is not intended to be used by the local residents (evident from the number of parking spaces) but may also detract from the current local amenities including the Golden Eagle PH.
1. We feel that it will result in a detrimental effect on the local diverse community. The village already has comprehensive leisure and community facilities offered by The Memorial Hall and The Old School Buildings, managed by The Community Association. These facilities are affordable to all and these buildings offer all that this scheme offers, save for outdoor swimming and tennis.
1.  These existing Community facilities would be put at risk if this development were to be permitted.
1. There is concern over the parking facilities being proposed. As the number of support staff is stated as being 50+ there does not seem to be enough parking being proposed to cater for all the customers that those 50 staff would be serving. In addition to this it seems absurd to be building so many parking spaces on the edge of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
1. The area of the buildings is advertised at 9000ft2, equating to approximately 820m2. The plans indicate that approximately half of this area is devoted to offices, kitchens, stores, toilets and other support  areas. The “customer areas” equate therefore to only approximately 400m2, and with 50 support staff, this equates to 1 staff member every 8m2. The applicants have errored on the number of job opportunities and the functionality of the existing listed building spaces.
1. The Location Plan provided in the planning application is non-compliant as it does not provide any details of land boundaries and ownership.
1. There has been no mention within the business plan of the opening hours of the facility. This could mean serious disruption to local residents at unsociable hours.
1. We have concerns regarding the access to the facility from the highway. The current access is from a national 60mph speed limit road and is also positioned on a bend. Visibility at the current access point on the main road (both entering and exiting) is limited and could lead to sudden braking and potentially serious traffic collisions.
















































	Budget 2019/2020
	
	

	
	
	19/20 

	
	
	

	Clerk Wages
	
	6,048.00

	Clerk Home Working
	
	500.00

	Parish Warden
	
	1,352.00

	Payroll Services
	
	72.00

	
	
	

	Electricity
	
	345.00

	Maintenance
	
	390.00

	
	
	

	War Memorial Treatment
	
	500.00

	
	
	

	Insurance
	
	980.00

	
	
	

	Stationery/courses
	
	300.00

	
	
	

	Hall Hire
	
	60.00

	
	
	

	Website
	
	1,000.00

	
	
	

	Data Protection
	
	40.00

	
	
	

	Playground
	
	2,000.00

	Playground Inspection
	
	80.00

	
	
	

	Dog Waste and Litter
	
	900.00

	
	
	

	Audit Fee
	
	150.00

	
	
	

	Footpath Maintenance
	
	1,000.00

	
	
	

	Donations
	AGGNG
	250.00

	Ashley Green
	AGDCA
	200.00

	Coronation Hall
	Whelpley Hill
	250.00

	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	330.00

	
	
	

	Allotments
	
	250.00

	
	
	

	Grass Cutting
	
	5,100.00

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	22,097.00

	
	
	

	
	
	

	INCOME
	
	

	
	
	

	Precept
	
	17,800.00

	
	
	

	Allotments
	
	240.00

	
	
	

	Grass cutting is claimed back from CDC
	5,100.00

	
	
	

	HMRC VAT
	
	900.00

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	24,040.00



		Action
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